
OUR VALUES

Investing in a more resilient and equitable Portland
Downtown Portland, the core of the State’s economy, is in crisis. Urgent actions are 
needed to return it to its previous status as one of the safest and most attractive 
downtowns to live, work, and play in the nation. Downtown will not recover if 
employees do not feel safe going to work, and if retailers are not able to operate 
successful businesses. We urge elected leaders to invest in basic services, housing 
development, and livability to build a more resilient economy for Portlanders. We 
support transitioning Portland’s antiquated form of government to a modern structure 
that meets the needs of a growing, more diverse, population.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
A record number of Portlanders are homeless and in need of outreach, mental health, 
addiction, transitional shelter, and housing services. We call on elected officials at all 
levels to urgently implement the new homeless services program and invest in short- 
and long-term solutions to bring an end to the humanitarian crises. Leaders must 
adopt policies and practices that encourage housing development. The city must 
enforce the adopted urban camping policies to maintain and build community trust. 

Make Portland safe for everyone
In 2021, Portland witnessed record gun violence and homicides, particularly in 
historically underserved communities. A rise in car thefts and break-ins are negatively 
impacting retail businesses across Portland. We urge the city and county to invest in 
building Portland’s police force and district attorney’s staff to the national average for 
communities of our size, along with investments in 311 and Portland Street Response. 
We reject the false trade-off between having a larger police force and a better, more 
equitable police culture. Portlanders want and should have both. 

Working towards a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate change. 
We support policies that promote collaboration with the private sector to innovate 
and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate reductions in carbon emissions 
and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our 
transportation infrastructure fall further behind the rest of the country. We support 
data-driven policies at all levels of government that relieve congestion, reduce 
emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and support historically underserved 
neighborhoods and communities. 

Policy 
PRIORITIES

 n Expand global-market 
access for our region’s 
businesses

 o Create a healthy and 
safe space for people 
and commerce to 
thrive

 p Support federal 
funding for critical 
transportation 
investments

 q Secure a workforce 
pipeline to meet  
industry demand

Federal
POLICY AGENDA



EXPAND GLOBAL-MARKET ACCESS 
FOR OUR REGION’S BUSINESSES 

 { Encourage new trade agreements that expand 
access to Oregon products and create more jobs 
at home. Ensure that new agreements provide 
companies and industries with the intellectual-
property protections needed for innovation.

 { Advocate for a decrease of tariffs between trading 
partners to ensure fair access to Oregon products 
abroad and lower prices for consumers at home.

 { Support continued funding for federal trade-
promotion programs, including export 
assistance programs through the Small Business 
Administration, U.S. Export Assistance Center, and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

 { Provide retooling support, including the Trade 
Adjustment Assistance Program to help individuals 
and companies remain globally competitive.

CREATE A HEALTHY AND SAFE 
SPACES FOR PEOPLE AND 
COMMERCE TO THRIVE

 { Increase funding for supportive services that can be 
paired with affordable-housing programs for those 
experiencing homelessness. 

 { Maintain and expand programs to address the 
epidemic of food insecurity.

 { Support the declaration of a federal workforce-
housing emergency that would open tools and 
incentives to help local communities address these 
challenges. 

 { Develop a program to provide funding and 
technical assistance for retrofits of Unreinforced 
Masonry buildings, particularly for small businesses.

 { Advocate for the reauthorization of a robust 
national infrastructure package that includes 
funding for climate and seismic-resiliency upgrades 
and broadband development subsidies.

 { Protect consumers and small businesses by 
developing a federal standard on data privacy.

 { Advocate for an environmentally responsible, yet 
affordable, Portland Harbor cleanup.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active 
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland 
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

SUPPORT FEDERAL FUNDING 
FOR CRITICAL TRANSPORTATION 
INVESTMENTS

 { Support funding for the I-5 bridge replacement.

 { Advocate for the reauthorization of a 
comprehensive surface-transportation package. 
Maintain the Highway Trust Fund’s current 
allocation of 75%/25% for highways and transit. 
Permanently waive the Rostenkowski Rule for both 
portions of the trust fund.

 { Work with the Federal Trade Administration to 
advance Capital Investment Grants for Small Starts 
such as the Red Line extension to FairPlex.

 { Advocate for a funding mechanism to replenish the 
Highway Trust Fund and provide resources for a 
more robust surface-transportation package. 

 { Provide incentives for applying sustainable 
technologies into our transportation systems, 
helping to achieve climate goals.

 { Maintain and improve maritime transportation 
systems.

SECURE A WORKFORCE PIPELINE 
TO MEET INDUSTRY DEMAND

 { Support expanded funding for Career Technical 
Education (CTE) and Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM) programs at 
all levels of education, as well as robust funding 
for the National Institutes of Health to catalyze 
research and innovation.

 { Increase funding for need-based financial aid 
programs that improve access to post-secondary 
education and address the crippling student debt 
crisis, particularly Pell grants and federal workstudy.

 { Advocate for more equitable, comprehensive 
immigration reform that does not discriminate 
against any specific region of the world, addresses 
the DREAM Act, and considers workforce-related 
and students visas.
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