
The Portland Business Alliance and Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce share advocacy priorities for addressing policy and funding 
challenges in the two largest urban centers in the Pacific Northwest.

The chambers are jointly advancing a federal agenda for Greater 
Seattle and Portland to the Biden Administration and new Congress. 
While these advocacy priorities are notable to the flagship cities of the 
Pacific Northwest, we know that solving challenges in our cities will 
improve the prosperity of the entire Pacific Northwest.

KEEP COMMERCE MOVING SAFELY ALONG  
THE I-5 CORRIDOR

Both organizations support a comprehensive national infrastructure 
package that includes a long-term reauthorization of surface 
transportation funding - to invest in roads, highways, bridges, 
passenger, and freight rail projects, ports and harbors, and transit 
projects - as well as investment for resiliency upgrades to critical 
infrastructure, broadband infrastructure, energy grid efficiency 
improvements, water resources, and housing. Advance high-speed rail 
to connect the population and economic hubs of the Pacific Northwest 
to increase the prosperity of our residents while also addressing 
regional challenges of affordable housing and traffic congestion.

 { Portland Regional Highest Priority 
Advocate for federal funding to help deliver on the critical I-5 
Bridge replacement project.

 { Seattle Regional Highest Priority 
Advocate for federal funding to help deliver on the critical West 
Seattle Bridge.
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Federal Policy 
PRIORITIES

 n Keep commerce moving 
safely along the I-5 Corridor

 o Increase access to affordable 
housing and homeless 
services

 p Promote racial equity

 q Expand global market 
access for our companies

 r Downtown rebuilding and 
urban core enhancements
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INCREASE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING AND HOMELESS SERVICES 

Expand programs and funding for low-income housing 
and increased support services for those experiencing 
houselessness. The Pacific Northwest states and our 
urban centers rank near the top in the proportion 
of unsheltered homeless to the overall homeless 
population. Housing affordability support will help lower 
the inflow of severely cost-burdened residents; however 
additional support services, targeting people who are 
presently on the street or living in inhumane conditions, 
need to be provided by federal partnership.

 { Continuum of Care Program 
 { Emergency Solutions Grants

 { The HOME Investment Partnerships Program. 

 { Low-Income Housing Tax Credit  
(Cantwell/Wyden)

PROMOTE  
RACIAL EQUITY 

“A commitment to an inclusive society also means a 
commitment to an inclusive economy. Such an economy would 
represent a rebuke of systemic racism and other exclusionary 
structures. It would represent a true embrace of the principles 
that all are created equal and should enjoy unburdened life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

- Raphael Bostic, President & CEO, Atlanta Federal Reserve 

As business communities, we believe and are committed 
to the clarion call made by President Bostic. Our 
organizations and members have advanced racial 
equity commitments and want our federal delegation to 
engage in these efforts. Actions that can be committed 
to immediately by our federal partners:

 { Support legislation preventing hate crimes and 
discrimination. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, 
hate crimes against Asian Americans and all 
communities of color have increased significantly. 
Continue to support legislation such as the 
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act that would empower 
and resource local law enforcement to track 
incidents related to hate crimes.

 { Support minority owned businesses and 
entrepreneurs of color. Small businesses are 
the foundation of both our organizations and 
supporting the development of new businesses, 
startups and entrepreneurs benefits job growth and 
economic prosperity across the region. We urge 
Congress to support the development of more 
targeted technical assistance and financial support 
for investment vehicles (such as CDFIs and MDIs) 
that target minority-owned firms and entrepreneurs 
with resources, access, and technical assistance.

EXPAND GLOBAL MARKET ACCESS 
FOR OUR COMPANIES 

 { Support development of new trade agreements to 
expand access for Northwest products, technology, 
and services and to create more jobs in Oregon 
and Washington. We support equitable trade 
agreements with China, Japan, the European 
Union, Vietnam, the United Kingdom, and other 
nations. Ensure all agreements include meaningful 
intellectual property protection for companies.

DOWNTOWN REBUILDING AND 
URBAN CORE ENHANCEMENTS 

 { The heartbeat of our region’s economies are 
our downtowns. The city centers of Seattle 
and Portland have been subject to challenging 
headwinds in the pandemic. From political 
violence destroying property to prohibitions on 
commercial office occupancy due to COVID-19, 
our downtown regions are struggling and need 
federal intervention to support the rebuilding and 
enhancements to our urban cores.
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contact:

Jon Isaacs, Portland Business Alliance 
503-757-5721 | jisaacs@portlandalliance.com 

Markham McIntyre, Seattle Metro Chamber 
206-389-7200 | markhamm@seattlechamber.com

The Portland Business Alliance is greater Portland’s Chamber of Commerce. Our mission is to create opportunity and 
advance well-being for all who live and work in the greater Portland and SW Washington region. Our vision is a healthy 
and resilient business ecosystem. Visit PortlandAlliance.com for more information. 

The Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce is the largest and most diverse business association in the Puget 
Sound region. The Chamber is a business advocacy organization that helps our members thrive in an equitable and 
inclusive regional economy. We seek an economically vibrant and globally competitive region where businesses of all 
sizes flourish and prosperity is shared. Visit SeattleChamber.com.
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