Central City
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy.
Updated 2/10/2020

n Ensure a clean and vibrant
Central City for both
residents and visitors

o Advocate for city and county
funding of critical publicsafety investments

p Adopt policies that allow

businesses, especially small
businesses, to thrive

1

2

ENSURE A CLEAN AND VIBRANT
CENTRAL CITY FOR BOTH
RESIDENTS AND VISITORS
{

Develop a plan to meet the public-space goal in
the City of Portland’s Central City Plan.

{

Enforce rules and laws that maintain clean and
safe sidewalks.

{

Maintain consistent garbage collection service.

{

Increase the number and availability of safe
needle disposal stations in the Central City.

{

Support police-led initiatives including
Entertainment District street closures.

{

Multnomah County should collaborate with
neighboring downtown businesses to plan the
proposed downtown Behavioral Health Resource
Center.

ADOVCATE FOR CITY AND COUNTY
FUNDING OF CRITICAL PUBLIC
SAFETY INVESTMENTS
{

Restore past cuts and increase funding to
community corrections, jails, and the Multnomah
County District Attorney Office.

{

Increase funding for Portland Police Bureau
staffing, including increased walking-beat
assignments in Downtown Portland.

{

Support investments in technology for the most
efficient use and deployment of Portland police
officers and resources to maintain public safety.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

3

ADOPT POLICIES THAT ALLOW
BUSINESSES, ESPECIALLY SMALL
BUSINESSES, TO THRIVE
{

Fulfill and meet the city’s historic financial
commitment to support small retail business
and encourage commerce with the Downtown
Marketing Initiative.

{

Advocate for the highest and best use of retail
tenancy in key areas throughout Downtown
Portland.

{

Adopt public-parking policies that prioritize
customers and visitors and discourage the use
of public parking by single-occupancy vehicle
commuters.

{

Support key partners in their commitment to the
vibrancy of Downtown Portland.

{

Encourage local governments to support all
modes of transportation while taking steps to
reduce congestion during commute times. Allow
for the efficient movement of goods.

{

Encourage visitors and customers to visit
Downtown Portland.

{

Educate and advocate so that policy-makers
recognize the critical differences in transportation
use needed in the Central City and adopt
policies that support these needs.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

CREDIT: GPI

East Multnomah
County
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy.
Updated 2/10/2020

n Prioritize state and local

government investment in
East Multnomah County

o Advocate for neccessary

investments to improve
transportation options for
East Multnomah County

1

PRIORITIZE STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT IN
EAST MULTNOMAH COUNTY
{

{

{

Provide funding to restore the loss of federal
funding to Worksystems, Inc. This includes
funding for the WorkSource Portland Metro
Gresham (WSPMG) program at Mt. Hood
Community College, the only one of its kind in
East Multnomah County.

2

ADVOCATE FOR NECESSARY
INVESTMENTS TO IMPROVE
TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS FOR
EAST MULTNOMAH COUNTY
{

Encourage regional transportation partners to
make service improvements in East Multnomah
County a clear priority over the next decade,
including:
• Rapid bus service on main thoroughfares from
Gresham to Downtown Portland.

Support legislation that creates equitable statefunding formulas designed to give special
consideration to high-needs geographic areas
within high-population counties.

• Seven-day-a-week bus service with
frequencies that reflect the diverse needs of
residents and various family-wage shifts.

Continue to support efforts to build a central
business district located east of N/SE 82nd
Ave. This secondary regional downtown district
would anchor economic strategies, bringing new
investment and high-wage jobs, and close the
pay-equity gap.

• Direct service to Mt. Hood Community
College.
• Fund and develop a dedicated transit
terminal at the main Mt. Hood Community
College campus.

{

Support specific programs that recruit new and
current employers to expand in East Multnomah
County.

{

Prioritize funding and encourage development
of biking, walking, and pedestrian safety projects
in East Multnomah County and East Portland.

{

Accelerate the implementation of the East
Portland Action Plan. We will collaborate with
East Multnomah County leaders to hold the city
accountable for renewed action and progress.

{

Advocate for the State of Oregon to transfer
jurisdictional authority of N/SE 82nd Ave. to the
City of Portland. This will allow local communities
to actively inform the future development of this
critical transportation artery.

{

Support a region-wide transit youth pass
program.

{

Prioritize East Multnomah County projects in any
regional transportation infrastructure measure
referred by Metro.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

Economic Development/
Small Business
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy.
Updated 2/10/2020

n Encourage a regulatory

environment that fosters
critical development
throughout the region

o Adopt policies that

encourage technology and
innovation

p Create an economic

landscape that allows small
businesses to thrive

q Support policies that

encourage economic
development in all parts of
the region

1

ENCOURAGE A REGULATORY
ENVIRONMENT THAT FOSTERS
CRITICAL DEVELOPMENT
THROUGHOUT THE REGION
{

2

3

Remove all barriers to support the development
of large-scale housing in Portland to meet future
workforce and population needs, including a
faster permit review process.

CREATE AN ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE
THAT ALLOWS SMALL BUSINESSES
TO THRIVE
{

Support the reestablishment of a City of Portland
Small Business Advisory Council.

{

Create a small business liaison within Prosper
Portland. Centralize small business services
and citywide resources within Prosper Portland,
including trainings on finances and alternatives
for funding and loans, Human Resources, hiring,
and marketing.

{

Reform and adopt policies to promote increased
density within the Urban Growth Boundary
to keep up with housing demand and make
efficient use of existing infrastructure.

{

{

Metro should use real-world industrial needs
and market-based constraints when calculating
buildable land supply to match the need for
housing, industrial, and employment land within
our region.

Develop and implement affordable commercialleasing options for small businesses, including
small business zoning ordinances that encourage
a variety of square footages in commercial
spaces.

{

Develop and implement programs to help small
businesses move toward building ownership.

ADOPT POLICIES THAT ENCOURAGE
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

4

SUPPORT POLICIES THAT
ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT IN ALL PARTS OF
THE REGION

{

Prioritize the adoption of technology that
supports smart city innovations, improving the
everyday lives of all who live in our region.

{

Accelerate the adoption of 5G in Portland and
surrounding areas, especially in historically
underserved parts in our region, including North
Portland and East Multnomah County, as a way
to incentivize growth of high-wage jobs.

{

Adopt updated cannabis-industry regulations
and policies that establish objective timelines
for license processing and business transfers,
and enforcement reforms that avoid license
cancellations for minor violations.

{

Create an Innovation Council within the City of
Portland to support high-growth companies.
Ensure that this council works with the mayor’s
office, a representative from each bureau, and
key business and technology stakeholders.

{

Support bringing a Major League Baseball team
to the Portland region.

{

Support equitable economic development
throughout the region; specifically, funding
critical services to the highest-need areas,
especially East Multnomah County.

{

Advocate for the adoption of equitable statefunding formulas designed to consider areas in
need within high-population counties.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

Education
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy.
Updated 2/10/2020

n Expand access to technology
in schools

o Create equitable access to
education throughout the
region

p Increase funding for all levels
of education

1

2

EXPAND ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY
IN SCHOOLS
{

Support investments to ensure universal access
to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Math (STEAM) and Career Technical Education
(CTE) programs at all levels of education,
especially full funding for Measure 98.

{

Ensure that career pathway programs include
digital literacy for all students and provide
technology options such as coding, engineering,
and computer science.

CREATE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO
EDUCATION THROUGHOUT THE
REGION
{

Support Multnomah County and other local
governments’ work to make preschool available
for all families.

{

Partner with local school districts to connect
businesses with students for real-world learning
opportunities with CTE and STEAM programs.

{

Support and continue strategies to reduce
disparities in exclusionary discipline and increase
attendance in public schools.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

3

INCREASE FUNDING FOR ALL
LEVELS OF EDUCATION
{

Advocate for the transparent and accountable
implementation of Oregon’s Student Success
Act. Advocate for our region’s school districts
to work with the business community to
develop their community-needs analysis and
implementation plans.

{

Advocate for increased funding for higher
education to freeze or lower the cost of tuition.

{

Support the renewed effort to secure passage
of a facilities bond for Mt. Hood Community
College.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

Federal

POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy
Updated 2/10/2020

n Expand global-market

access for our region’s
businesses

o Create a healthy and safe
space for people and
commerce to thrive

p Support federal funding

for critical transportation
investments

q Secure a workforce pipeline
to meet industry demand

1

EXPAND GLOBAL-MARKET ACCESS
FOR OUR REGION’S BUSINESSES
{

{

Advocate for a decrease of tariffs between trading
partners to ensure fair access to Oregon products
abroad and lower prices for consumers at home.

{

Support continued funding for federal tradepromotion programs, including export
assistance programs through the Small Business
Administration, U.S. Export Assistance Center, and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

{

2

Encourage new trade agreements that expand
access to Oregon products and create more jobs
at home. Ensure that new agreements provide
companies and industries with the intellectualproperty protections needed for innovation.

3

Provide retooling support, including the Trade
Adjustment Assistance Program to help individuals
and companies remain globally competitive.

CREATE A HEALTHY AND SAFE
SPACES FOR PEOPLE AND
COMMERCE TO THRIVE
{

Increase funding for supportive services that can be
paired with affordable-housing programs for those
experiencing homelessness.

{

Maintain and expand programs to address the
epidemic of food insecurity.

{

Support the declaration of a federal workforcehousing emergency that would open tools and
incentives to help local communities address these
challenges.

{

Develop a program to provide funding and
technical assistance for retrofits of Unreinforced
Masonry buildings, particularly for small businesses.

{

Advocate for the reauthorization of a robust
national infrastructure package that includes
funding for climate and seismic-resiliency upgrades
and broadband development subsidies.

{

Protect consumers and small businesses by
developing a federal standard on data privacy.

{

Advocate for an environmentally responsible, yet
affordable, Portland Harbor cleanup.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

4

SUPPORT FEDERAL FUNDING
FOR CRITICAL TRANSPORTATION
INVESTMENTS
{

Support funding for the I-5 bridge replacement.

{

Advocate for the reauthorization of a
comprehensive surface-transportation package.
Maintain the Highway Trust Fund’s current
allocation of 75%/25% for highways and transit.
Permanently waive the Rostenkowski Rule for both
portions of the trust fund.

{

Work with the Federal Trade Administration to
advance Capital Investment Grants for Small Starts
such as the Red Line extension to FairPlex.

{

Advocate for a funding mechanism to replenish the
Highway Trust Fund and provide resources for a
more robust surface-transportation package.

{

Provide incentives for applying sustainable
technologies into our transportation systems,
helping to achieve climate goals.

{

Maintain and improve maritime transportation
systems.

SECURE A WORKFORCE PIPELINE
TO MEET INDUSTRY DEMAND
{

Support expanded funding for Career Technical
Education (CTE) and Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM) programs at
all levels of education, as well as robust funding
for the National Institutes of Health to catalyze
research and innovation.

{

Increase funding for need-based financial aid
programs that improve access to post-secondary
education and address the crippling student debt
crisis, particularly Pell grants and federal workstudy.

{

Advocate for more equitable, comprehensive
immigration reform that does not discriminate
against any specific region of the world, addresses
the DREAM Act, and considers workforce-related
and students visas.

Housing/
Homelessness
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy
Updated 2/10/2020

n Jumpstart housing

development of all types
throughout the region

o Adopt policies that will
reduce the number of
people experiencing
homelessness and
improve livability
throughout the region

1

JUMPSTART HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT OF ALL TYPES
THROUGHOUT THE REGION
{

{

{

{

{

{

Advance policies to increase density zoning
in the Portland region, specifically near transit
centers and fixed-rail transit.
Review new regulations through a housing
lens to fully understand their impacts on the
production of new housing.
Review and update permitting fees and reform
the design-review process to align with other
jurisdictions, remove unnecessary requirements
and ensure these processes are not a barrier to
development.
Streamline the City of Portland permitting
process for increased transparency and
efficiency.
Audit System Development Charges to ensure
that individual assessments are clearly used in
mitigating the impact caused by a project.
Improve zoning requirements, including
reforms to inclusionary zoning that facilitate
development of larger and new mixed-income
housing projects.

2

ADOPT POLICIES THAT WILL REDUCE
HOMELESSNESS AND IMPROVE
LIVABILITY THROUGHOUT THE
REGION
{

Support a comprehensive approach to ensure
everyone has a safe and warm place to sleep,
especially supportive housing that provides
mental health and addiction services.

{

Support the Here Together Coalition policy
framework to reduce number of people
experiencing homelessness and help those at
risk from becoming homeless.

{

Increase funding for Portland Street Response
and other professional street outreach programs
to effectively and efficiently help people in crises
access the services they need.

{

Increase number of and access to shelter beds
throughout the region.

{

Continue funding for the City of Portland’s camp
cleanup program.

{

Evaluate rental regulations that force landlords to
leave the market, further restricting available and
affordable rental units in Portland.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

Parks &
Public Safety
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy
Update 2/10/2020

n Prioritize access to public

spaces for all residents and
visitors

o Ensure safety improvements
are done in a timely manner

p Maintain and create healthy
and safe spaces that allow
people to thrive

1

2

PRIORITIZE ACCESS TO PUBLIC
SPACES FOR ALL RESIDENTS AND
VISITORS

3

MAINTAIN AND CREATE HEALTHY
AND SAFE SPACES THAT ALLOW
PEOPLE TO THRIVE

{

Prioritize maintenance, safety, and cleanliness of
Portland Parks & Recreation assets until a more
sustainable funding model is developed.

{

Restore past cuts and increase funding to the
Multnomah County District Attorney office and
community corrections.

{

Increase funding and coordination with the City
of Portland for park rangers to promote and
enhance safety in all Portland parks.

{

Increase funding for Portland Police Bureau
staffing, including increased walking-beat
assignments in Downtown Portland.

{

Adopt and enforce positive activation in public
spaces, specifically food-cart pods and permitted
events in parks.

{

Support investments in technology for the most
efficient use and deployment of Portland police
officers and resources to maintain public safety.

{

Advocate for Portland Bureau of Transportation
and Portland Parks & Recreation to accelerate
construction, demolition, and other efforts to
reopen O’Bryant Square in Downtown Portland.

{

Oppose arbitrary bans on technology, especially
those offering benefit to public safety and
accountability. Ensure technology is used for the
good of the community. Avoid duplication and
misalignment with potential changes to state law
when looking at technology regulations.

{

Advocate for partnerships between the public
and private sectors to establish best practices
for the collection and sharing of data by public
agencies, specifically balancing public interest
with public benefit.

ENSURE SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS
ARE DONE IN A TIMELY MANNER
{

Support Unreinforced Masonry retrofit
investment with technical and financial
assistance. Seismic policy should be forwardlooking when implemented and not trigger
upgrades retroactively.

{

Prioritize seismic upgrades along Oregon
Department of Transportation thruways and
bridges.

{

Support seismic upgrades for fuel terminals and
the Critical Energy Infrastructure Hub.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

Transportation
Infrastructure
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a place
to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in crisis and
in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the housing and
homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide collaboration,
political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy
Updated 2/10/2020

n Expand investments that

reduce carbon emissions

o Prioritize policies that keep
the region moving

p Invest in alternative modes of
transportation as a response
to congestion

1

EXPAND INVESTMENTS THAT
REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS
{

2

Support policies and infrastructure investments
that accelerate consumer transition to electric,
autonomous vehicles, including electric
infrastructure along the freeway, increased public
fast-charging stations, and rebates for electric
vehicles.

{

Encourage private investments in clean fuels
and infrastructure, as well as the increased safety
and maintenance of current fuel terminals in the
region.

{

Advocate for policies that promote private-sector
innovation and investment in clean technologies
that accelerate reductions in carbon emissions
and reduce our dependence on fossil fuels.

3

INVEST IN ALTERNATIVE MODES OF
TRANSPORTATION AS A RESPONSE
TO CONGESTION
{

Advocate for TriMet to prioritize improvements
on accessibility, frequency of service, and
connectivity in East Multnomah County.
Encourage faster transit times for commuters
traveling from east to west across the region.

{

Support Central City in Motion. Stakeholders
and businesses impacted by Central City in
Motion must be included in the design and
implementation of the projects.

{

Advocate for the City of Portland to focus
on and partner with alternative modes of
transportation that will alleviate congestion in
the region, including app-based transportation
and increased frequency of streetcar service.

PRIORITIZE POLICIES THAT KEEP
THE REGION MOVING
{

Prioritize I-5 improvement projects, including the
I-5 Rose Quarter project and the replacement
of the I-5 bridge. The City of Portland must be a
partner in maintaining this critical transportation
corridor.

{

Support the study of regionally deployed
congestion-pricing programs.

{

Advocate that City of Portland gas tax dollars be
used to maintain current assets before building
new infrastructure.

{

Support transportation investments by Metro
for all modes of transportation, especially
improvements that address congestion
throughout the region and prioritize East
Multnomah County.

{

Encourage coordinated development of
autonomous-vehicle policy as the technology
improves for both freight and personal vehicles.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

