Central City
POLICY AGENDA

Policy

PRIORITIES
OUR VALUES

Support commerce and prosperity for all
We urge elected leaders to support policies and programs that ensure a
resilient economy and lift up all communities, especially communities of
color and immigrant communities who have not benefited equitably from the
current economic expansion. We want a future where everyone who needs
a living-wage job has one, where workers and goods are able to get to their
destination efficiently, and where companies of all sizes can grow and thrive.
We support a system of public education that prepares the next generation
to join the workforce, obtain high-paying job opportunities and meet
employers’ needs.

Work toward a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate
change. We support policies that promote collaboration with the private
sector to innovate and invest in clean technologies that will accelerate
reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our
transportation infrastructure fall even further behind the rest of the country.
We support data-driven policies at all levels of government, that relieve
congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient delivery of goods, and
support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
We recognize that too many in our community are struggling to afford a
place to call home. Many of the people experiencing homelessness are in
crisis and in need of outreach and support services. The size of both the
housing and homelessness crises requires bold solutions, community-wide
collaboration, political will, and strong leadership to do what is right,
not what is easy.
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n Ensure a clean and vibrant
Central City for both
residents and visitors

o Advocate for city and county
funding of critical publicsafety investments

p Adopt policies that allow

businesses, especially small
businesses, to thrive
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ENSURE A CLEAN AND VIBRANT
CENTRAL CITY FOR BOTH
RESIDENTS AND VISITORS
{

Develop a plan to meet the public-space goal in
the City of Portland’s Central City Plan.

{

Enforce rules and laws that maintain clean and
safe sidewalks.

{

Maintain consistent garbage collection service.

{

Increase the number and availability of safe
needle disposal stations in the Central City.

{

Support police-led initiatives including
Entertainment District street closures.

{

Multnomah County should collaborate with
neighboring downtown businesses to plan the
proposed downtown Behavioral Health Resource
Center.

ADOVCATE FOR CITY AND COUNTY
FUNDING OF CRITICAL PUBLIC
SAFETY INVESTMENTS
{

Restore past cuts and increase funding to
community corrections, jails, and the Multnomah
County District Attorney Office.

{

Increase funding for Portland Police Bureau
staffing, including increased walking-beat
assignments in Downtown Portland.

{

Support investments in technology for the most
efficient use and deployment of Portland police
officers and resources to maintain public safety.

contact:

Government Affairs
503-224-8684
feedback@portlandalliance.com
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ADOPT POLICIES THAT ALLOW
BUSINESSES, ESPECIALLY SMALL
BUSINESSES, TO THRIVE
{

Fulfill and meet the city’s historic financial
commitment to support small retail business
and encourage commerce with the Downtown
Marketing Initiative.

{

Advocate for the highest and best use of retail
tenancy in key areas throughout Downtown
Portland.

{

Adopt public-parking policies that prioritize
customers and visitors and discourage the use
of public parking by single-occupancy vehicle
commuters.

{

Support key partners in their commitment to the
vibrancy of Downtown Portland.

{

Encourage local governments to support all
modes of transportation while taking steps to
reduce congestion during commute times. Allow
for the efficient movement of goods.

{

Encourage visitors and customers to visit
Downtown Portland.

{

Educate and advocate so that policy-makers
recognize the critical differences in transportation
use needed in the Central City and adopt
policies that support these needs.

These policy priorities and values are developed in active
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.

