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City of Portland Questionnaire 

City Gross Receipts Tax:  
 

A ballot initiative that would institute a city of Portland gross receipts tax on large retailers (including banks) 

has been filed for the November 2018 ballot. The proposed tax of 1 percent on sales generated in the city is 

expected to raise approximately $30 million annually and would fund renewable energy efforts, as well as 

minority contractor support, green infrastructure and local food production.  

 
1. Do you support or oppose a city of Portland gross receipts tax? 

 
 The Just Energy Transition Initiative is too vague.  It’s also not at all clear how the recipients  

of the funds will be chosen or what accountability and oversight there will be over the program. I 

can’t support a new tax without knowing for sure that it will be used effectively and efficiently to 

meet pressing needs; this proposal fails that basic standard. 
 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 

increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 

number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 

economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a lower 

median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 
 

Prosper Portland, the City’s economic agency, is doing great work identifying potential 

collaborations and opportunities to increase the number of middle-income jobs in Portland.  The 

cluster initiatives are a good approach, especially now that they’ve added healthcare as a cluster, as 
all of the clusters are in areas that provide living wage jobs. Focusing the City’s resources in areas 
that are clear, measurable, and implementable are the best way to ensure that we create more 

middle-income jobs. 
 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 
 

Again, the work that Prosper Portland is doing for communities of color is vital because it ensures 
that all segments of Portland’s population share in the economic opportunities available in our 
growing city.   Prosper Portland provides technical assistance, location assistance, and critical 
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funding that can make or break small businesses.  I strongly support the economic work that Prosper 

Portland is doing on behalf of our city.  
 
Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 

economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very low 

margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 

 

I have a friend who wanted to open a small restaurant.  After a year of trying to get the necessary 

permits for the buildout, he finally gave up.  The cost of the permits and the uncertainty created by 

the lack of a clear timeline for permit issuance creates a substantial regulatory burden on small 

businesses.  I will advocate for overhauling the Bureau of Development Services and creating a clear, 

concise, and timely permitting process for all projects.  

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the city’s economic ecosystem? 

Large businesses bring high-level talent to Portland, which often spins out to smaller startups, 

creating a vibrant economic ecosystem.  Indeed, Prosper Portland’s initiative clusters builds off of 

the large businesses already headquartered in the Portland metro area by helping retain talent 

locally and supporting new spin-offs or related ventures.   

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate apartments, 

though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 

increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper income. The Value of Jobs 

Coalition’s 2017 Economic Check-Up found that increasing shares of home owners, and nearly half of renters, 

are cost-burdened in the Portland-metro region.  

1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done to 

promote more housing stock? 

 

The City clearly has a stake in creating more affordable housing stock, especially in the fixed-income 

and workforce housing categories.  We can create more affordable housing by utilizing a combination 

of 99-year ground leases, land swaps, and by developing currently underutilized city-owned land.  

Removing the cost of land will spur development and put the property back on the tax rolls, allowing 

the city to direct this revenue into a range of housing options at affordable prices.  If there is any 

chance of creating more affordable housing in Portland, we need to start making City owned property 

available for housing, while at the same time retaining ownership of the land as a long-term public 

asset. 
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2. Do you support reviewing the impact city regulation and fees have on the cost of developing housing, 

and ultimately their impact on home prices and rents? 

 

Absolutely.  In addition to streamlining the permitting process and setting clear timelines for permit 

issuance, the City should switch from charging the System Development Charges at the outset of a 

project and instead collect them upon project delivery, which would substantially reduce the cost.  

Another major problem are the delays caused by the permitting process, including the appeals filed 

by neighborhood associations; the City should end the free appeal process currently used by 

neighborhoods to stall and kill projects.  There are multiple implementable fixes that the City needs 

to adopt immediately if we are going to solve the housing affordability crisis. 

 

3. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what should 

be done? 

 

Housing affordability is a regional issue and fortunately, Metro is already looking at regional 

solutions.  The single biggest element is that high capacity transportation improvements, like the 

Southwest Corridor project, need to be considered in tandem with their impacts on housing so we 

can avoid the mass displacement that we saw with the Yellow Line MAX Urban Renewal Area.  Metro 

is ideally suited to coordinate the housing needs across jurisdictions.   

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor shelter 

space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. We have 

worked with the city, county and Joint Office of Homeless Services to make progress on these issues, and while 

progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability concerns remain.   

1. What specific actions would you take to help address our city’s state of homeless emergency?  

 

We need to start by balancing our compassion with common sense. The best way to resolve 

homelessness is to look at best practices.  Portland effectively ended youth homelessness by 

revamping the youth continuum in the late 1990s. Let's use the same model to revamp Portland's adult 

homelessness continuum.  We should also look to San Antonio’s successful campus model, Haven of 

Hope, which serves as a single place to access all services an individual may need, as well as providing 

temporary housing and a camping site.  A campus model provides a complete safety net for people 

experiencing homelessness; this is very similar to what people suggested for Wapato.  We should apply 

the youth continuum and campus models in Portland on a piece of City-owned land, which would 

centralize all services, end replication of services, fill in the existing service gaps, and make it easier for 

people to receive the assistance that they need.  We also need to recognize that breaking the cycle of 

homelessness means treating the underlying public health problems that lead to homelessness in the 

first place.  
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2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?  

The unsafe and illegal behaviors we see in our public spaces are directly tied to police staffing 

shortages.   The police staffing shortages mean that we no longer have community policing foot 

patrols, or enough officers working in the Behavioral Health Units and Enhanced Crisis Intervention 

Teams to respond to people experiencing mental health crises. We have to prioritize police staffing, as 

well as working with the County to make sure that people who engage in criminal behavior are being 

held accountable.  The current public safety situation is unsustainable and it puts every Portlander at 

risk. 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an efficient 

multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and drivers. 

In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move goods and freight 

efficiently and reliably.   

1. How can the city best balance the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, 

bicyclists, transit users and drivers? 

 

In order to meet the growing strains on our transportation system, we have to look carefully at how 

we can fully meet the needs of all system users.  One major  bottleneck is TriMet and their lack of 

coordination with the City.  If TriMet improves its bus and MAX service, it will reduce the number of 

single occupancy vehicle trips.  Additionally, if safe, protected bikeways are installed, we can 

increase the number of cyclists, which will ease traffic congestion, as well as reducing dangerous 

interactions with cars or freight.  Currently, every street is a bike street, which is unsustainable and 

dangerous.  We have to make the most out of our finite transportation infrastructure if we are going 

to meet our current and future transportation needs. 

 

2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 

 

We aren’t going to knock down buildings to widen roads or highways, which means that we have to 

be proactive in separating out the modes of transportation.  This will be especially critical for freight 

movement.  The current highway bottlenecks are the byproduct of Portland’s popularity, and the 

best approach is to eliminate as many single occupancy vehicle trips as possible by creating 

alternative methods of reliable and safe transportation.   For example, PBOT Director Leah Treat 

recently reported that approximately one-third of rush hour trips in the Rose Quarter were 

discretionary trips in single occupancy vehicles.  If other modes are more convenient, it will ease 

congestion, as has already been proven in studies from multiple world cities.      
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Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the Portland-

metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining land supply that 

will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment/industrial lands that are 

shovel ready for development? 

 

This is a major challenge due to the fact that our current industrial sanctuaries are in highly desirable 

areas, and, as a result are being encroached upon by development.  I will push for land swaps of 

underutilized City-owned properties along major freeways for use as industrial areas, as well as 

working with industries to determine what their needs are and how the City can help them meet 

those needs.   


