
 

 

September 11, 2018 

 

The Honorable Ted Wheeler 

Mayor, City of Portland 

1221 SW Fourth Ave., Suite 340 

Portland, OR 97204 

 

Dear Mayor Wheeler: 

 

The Portland Business Alliance (Alliance) represents nearly 1,900 small, medium and large businesses, 

including property owners, throughout the Portland metro region. As you are aware, we have been closely 

monitoring the city’s process to develop a mandate to retrofit unreinforced masonry (URM) buildings and we 

are largely supportive of the resolution passed in June that outlines the various class requirements and 

retrofit timelines.  

 

While we recognize that resolution is binding city policy, it is our understanding that Portland City Council will 

consider an additional resolution on Oct. 3 that will codify the details and timeline of the placarding 

requirement. We certainly understand that these vulnerable buildings pose a safety risk in the event of an 

earthquake; however, we continue to hear significant concerns that placarding will go into effect before any 

clear upgrade requirement or financial incentives are in place, which is at odds with the city’s URM 

stakeholder advisory committee recommendation of voluntary placarding for compliance.  

 

We appreciate the clear direction in the recently passed resolution to identify incentives and other financial 

support for property owners required to meet this mandate. The upgrade requirement will have a financial 

impact on property owners and commercial tenants, particularly smaller property owners and businesses in 

neighborhood districts. The placard may further impact revenue and the property owners’ ability to finance 

the required seismic upgrades.  

 

Though our preference is to refer discussion of the placard requirement to the new stakeholder committees 

formed to evaluate the retrofit requirements, if the city does move forward, we urge the following to be 

included in the placard requirement:  

 

1. Include an appeal process. The city has stated that the accuracy of the URM inventory cannot be 

confirmed due to a number of factors; property owners must have a way to avoid the placard if 

the building has been upgraded to current standards.  

2. Include a clear process to remove the placard after upgrades are complete.   

 

The Alliance recognizes the difficulty of balancing public safety, the need for affordable commercial and 

residential space and financial impacts on building owners. We urge the city to continue to monitor the 

impacts of any placarding requirement, should it move forward, and to take further steps to assist business 

and property owners if necessary.  

We look forward to a continued partnership with the city on this critical issue. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Dave Robertson 

Chair, board of directors 

 

 

cc: City Council 

      Jonna Papaefthimiou 
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