
 

Candidate: Loretta Smith for Portland City Council 

City of Portland Questionnaire 

City Gross Receipts Tax:  
 
A ballot initiative that would institute a city of Portland gross receipts tax on large retailers (including banks) 
has been filed for the November 2018 ballot. The proposed tax of 1 percent on sales generated in the city is 
expected to raise approximately $30 million annually and would fund renewable energy efforts, as well as 
minority contractor support, green infrastructure and local food production.  
 

1. Do you support or oppose a city of Portland gross receipts tax? 
 
I support the concept of increasing energy assistance to our most vulnerable served populations. I want to 
learn more about this particular proposal, which businesses are actually covered, and the potential impacts 
it would have on the community. For instance, how might this tax negatively impact our small businesses 
that regularly interact with larger organizations? Ensuring we can maintain our current small businesses, 
allowing them to grow, and making our city attractive to new business is must as we strengthen our 
economy over the next decade. I also want to understand why existing programs funded by the Public 
Purchase Charge and other sources are not reaching these vulnerable populations and how we can do more 
to bring an equity lens to their work.  I greatly appreciate all the information your organization can provide 
and would be happy to set up an additional conversation to learn more. 
 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 
increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 
number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 
economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a lower 
median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 
 
Creating jobs and creating economic opportunity requires a leader who can engage and partner with the 
community to address the barriers to growth, while also having a careful eye on the impact of the work you 
are doing when it comes to lifting up the vulnerable and others struggling to make it. That is the approach 
I’ve taken at the County and through my work to help establish the Portland Inclusive Startup Fund and the 
Business Advisory Council to the Board of Commissioners, and why I championed the County’s microlending 
program. The City needs to be a partner in helping residents gain the skills to find good jobs – we know 
employers are waiting to fill these jobs with qualified people. We need to make sure our K-12 schools have 
the support they need to prepare our kids for the high-skilled jobs we want to attract. And we need to 
partner with our many great universities in the region so Portland is seen as a hub for top talent, with a top 
tier university system. If we want to attract more traded sector companies and light manufacturing to 
Portland, with the middle-income jobs they provide, we need to step up and make sure our people have the 
training and skills they are looking for. We also must do more to encourage entrepreneurship among 
historically disadvantaged communities, giving them the help to start a new business and grow. Finally, we 



 

need to look to cut the bureaucracy that is hurting job creation like in our very slow permitting process for 
construction. 

 
2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

 
As I mentioned before I’ve been working on this issue at the County for the last 8 years, and I hope to 
continue and expand that work on Portland City Council. Often one of the largest barriers stopping economic 
opportunity for our underserved communities is just the lack of knowing those opportunities are out there. 
That’s why I’ve worked so hard  to connect young women and men from all over Portland with job training 
and educational opportunities they often wouldn’t have known about otherwise.  I’ve also proudly helped to 
seed the Inclusive Startup Fund, which has helped us dramatically improve the climate for business startups 
in communities of color. As County Commissioner I took us to  the front of the line for encouraging our 
minority business entrepreneurs, and I look forward to continuing that work improving the growth potential 
of our minority business owners throughout Portland. We can still do so much more.  When I’m on Portland 
City Council I want to work with our business community, our local universities, and the many innovative 
individuals in every community of Portland, to help foster a supportive environment that promotes and 
expands opportunity, especially in our underserved communities.   
 
Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 
economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very low 
margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 
 
We need to have a stronger focus on helping our local small businesses and entrepreneurs, who are not only 
creating jobs – but also creating wealth for the community. We need to have a thorough evaluation of our 
fees, taxes, and regulations to understand how they are impacting our small businesses. That’s  a process 
that requires us to work with stakeholders in our business community to get their input. We need to see the 
economic growth of Portland as a partnership with our business community and work together to create a 
supportive environment. We also have to make sure that when we’re working on this we’re bringing in our 
underserved communities so they too see the benefits. I’ve been consistently supportive of these types of 
efforts as a County Commissioner. By empowering people who often aren’t given the opportunity to start 
businesses we can help lift up entire communities. 
 

 
2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the city’s economic ecosystem? 

I think large business has an important role in the city’s overall economic ecosystem. Many of our larger 
businesses provide a good number of jobs and do give back to their communities. I think it is also important 
to recognize that major employers like Nike, Intel, and others fuel the creation and success of numerous 
local small businesses through the creation of contracting and supply chain opportunities.  That’s not to say 
they couldn’t give more, and that they shouldn’t step up to help us address some of the larger issues we as a 
city are facing today and will continue to face in the future. But, I believe that it’s going to take bringing 
businesses to the table to best strategize how we address those issues and how we can best utilize them. As 



 

City Commissioner I’ll look for every opportunity to include the voices of our larger businesses along with the 
voices of our communities and underserved populations, because we can’t expect them to do their part if 
they aren’t being regularly asked to step up and be involved in a meaningful way.  

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate apartments, 
though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 
increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper income. The Value of Jobs 
Coalition’s 2017 Economic Check-Up found that increasing shares of home owners, and nearly half of renters, 
are cost-burdened in the Portland-metro region.  

1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done to 
promote more housing stock? 

 
Increasing the supply of housing, in specific affordable housing, is a must if we are going to be serious about 
addressing our housing problems. We need to make developing affordable housing a streamlined and logical 
process, not a series of consistently more confusing bureaucratic hoops to jump though. And we also need 
our residential development community to come to the table and work with us to find solutions. We must 
bring together private and public partners at every jurisdictional level from the state down and find the 
courage to come up with a financial investment in housing that matches the type of crisis we’re facing. We 
can’t wait because our community can’t wait. I’m ready for those tough conversations and hope to lead us to 
a solution. Some specific avenues for addressing our housing issues I want to start looking at immediately, 
and in some cases have already started looking at the County level, are: Cleaning up our Brownfield sites, 
developing a landbank, and utilizing federal Community Development Block Grant funds for affordable 
housing. If the City could work to find the resources to provide lot owners assistance in cleaning up the 
numerous Brownfield Sites in our city, in return for the lot owners developing affordable housing, we would 
take a large step towards fixing this problem. That’s why I’ve been working with State Senator Lew Frederick 
on this important issue. As Portland City Commissioner I will advocate developing a landbank that we can 
utilize to promote and incentivize the development of affordable housing. I will also look to how we are 
utilizing Community Development Block Grant funds, and ensure they are being directed in the most 
effective ways. I believe we could utilize those funds to push for the development of housing that is 
affordable for those people sitting at that 60-80% of median income level. Getting more housing developed 
in that area specifically would help level the playing field for many Portlanders experiencing difficulty in the 
current housing climate.  

 
2. Do you support reviewing the impact city regulation and fees have on the cost of developing housing, 

and ultimately their impact on home prices and rents? 
 

Yes, we need to seriously evaluate how our regulations and fees may be slowing the much needed 
development of housing and contributing to our overall housing affordability issues. The City should be a 
driver of development to address our housing problems, not contribute to them by stifling new construction, 
especially when we are talking about potential affordable housing development. I was very supportive of 
Mayor Hales when he relaxed fees on Accessory Dwelling Units to promote expanded development of those 
types of properties in an effort to tackle our housing issues. I think we need more innovative approaches like 
that. When I’m on Portland City Council I will work with stakeholders, from the business community to 



 

housing advocates, to work on developing real workable solutions. And the first step is ensuring that we’re 
not getting in our own way through overbearing regulations and fees. 

 
 

3. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what should 
be done? 

We have to work on addressing housing affordability at all levels,  especially with federal support all but 
disappearing. Success will require bringing the efforts of the City, County, Metro, local governments, and the 
State, to find solutions to our pressing problems. I believe I am the only candidate in this race with direct 
experience working with those different levels of government and their elected representatives. That was a 
major part of my work with Senator Wyden and I will use that experience to build collaboration through my 
work on the Council. As important as it is for our government agencies and elected officials to work together 
on this, it’s going to take collaboration with our business communities as well as the people who are being 
directly affected by the affordable housing shortage. As I said, I’m ready for those tough conversations and 
hope to lead us to a solution.  

 

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor shelter 
space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. We have 
worked with the city, county and Joint Office of Homeless Services to make progress on these issues, and while 
progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability concerns remain.   

1. What specific actions would you take to help address our city’s state of homeless emergency?  
 

Like most Portlanders, I feel strongly we must do more to help those experiencing homelessness find 
adequate housing and shelter that helps them access the services they need to get back on their feet. I also 
recognize that we must address our homelessness issue to help our local businesses and communities 
thrive. The only answer that is actually going to address the homeless crisis we are facing is more affordable 
housing. We have to house people and bring services to the housing for folks that need that extra layer of 
support.  We need to balance keeping our streets safe with the knowledge that criminalizing the homeless is 
wrong and only exacerbates the crisis they’re already in. Beyond that I’m focused on offering long-term 
approaches to address homelessness: ensuring there are shelter beds available for everyone living on the 
street; expanded supportive housing that get folks access to addiction, and mental health, and other services 
that can help them get back on their feet; and better assistance for those living on the brink of becoming 
homeless. Ultimately, we have a 25,000 unit shortfall for affordable housing in Portland, and addressing that 
will be the main way we can address our homelessness issues. As I described before, I think we need real 
solutions to increase development of affordable housing, like creating more buildable land through cleaning 
up brownfields and developing a landbank, and incentivising affordable housing development through use 
of federal Community Development Block Grant funds.   

2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?   

We need to show compassion and keep our primary focus on providing housing and supportive services that 
help those living on the streets put their lives back together. We must also be careful that policies and 



 

procedures do not criminalize or disproportionately impact those who cannot afford a home.  At the same 
time, when people commit illegal behavior, they need to be  held accountable for their actions. In some 
cases, the appropriate accountability can come through drug and mental health courts rather than the 
conventional criminal justice system.  

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an efficient 
multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and drivers. 
In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move goods and freight 
efficiently and reliably.   

1. How can the city best balance the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit users and drivers? 

 

With so many people moving here, it will take an All of the Above approach to meeting our transportation 
needs. I would hope in 2018 we are past the point of pitting bikes against cars, and we can look at our 
transportation system as one that prioritizes balance. I recognize that in many working class neighborhoods 
in Portland people rely on walking, public transit, and bikes as their primary way of transport –they can’t 
afford a car. So we need to do all we can to ensure that our underserved communities have access to the 
best modes of transportation to fit their needs. Our congestion problems make it clear that many people are 
still utilizing  cars for a good amount of their travel, and we need to ensure that we aren’t making problems 
like congestion worse by only focusing our efforts on one form of transportation. 

 
2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 
 

There is little question that the congestion at the connection of I-5 & I-84 is backing up traffic, adding to the 
air pollution that impacts my district in North and Northeast Portland. I support looking at innovative ways 
to reduce traffic and more equitably distribute the cost of maintaining our roads, so I’ll be interested to see 
what the feasibility study commissioned by the Council finds – particularly when it comes to the costs and 
benefits for working families and the vulnerable. I also think at the City and County level we can look towards 
more work from home opportunities to keep people off the roads at peak hours. I will also work with State, 
County, and Regional officials to seek out opportunities to bring innovative solutions like high speed rail, and 
tax credits for private sector employees who bike or utilize public transportation to get to work.  

 
Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 
Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining land 
supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment/industrial lands that are 
shovel ready for development? 



 

Industrial businesses are critical for providing good paying jobs for people without an advanced or 
professional degree. We need to recognize the value of these jobs in supporting working families. We need to 
look carefully at decisions to take land off the market and the impact that will have on local employers.  We 
can add more usable industrial land by working to clean up our Superfund and Brownfield sites, and the City 
should look for the possibility of utilizing one time only resources to help with that cleanup to promote smart 
development. We also need to finish the job when it comes to the Portland Harbor cleanup. We need a 
working waterfront that will help us attract jobs to the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


