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Clackamas County Questionnaire  

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 

increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 

number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 

economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a 

lower median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? In Clackamas 

County I will/would continue to advocate for expansion of our employment lands and the vital 

transportation and wastewater infrastructure to serve those employment lands. We have a vibrant 

metals and manufacturing base with a need for land to expand those activities.  Expanding our 

employment lands will increase our ability to bring in more middle income jobs. 

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? There 

needs to be regional equity in infrastructure development, Portland and Washington county have 

enjoyed & benefited in those investments, by leveling the playing field regionally I believe more 

members of the community will benefit from more jobs, housing, and access to transportation. The 

needs for a more educated and available workforce should demonstrate the justification for 

spreading investment regionally. Access to housing and local jobs would be enhanced if more job 

growth occurred in Clackamas County. 

 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 

economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very 

low margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? My history 

as a small business owner gives me a perspective few elected officials have and or understand.  My  

approach of voicing the concerns of businesses and speaking to the impacts that  fees, taxes and 

regulations have on them, advocating for pragmatism, and continually reminding other elected 

officials that businesses are also employers, not the enemy, is effective and how I will continue to 

work on these issues.   

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem?  The role of 

large businesses in the economic ecosystem is vast, it includes the traded sector, the global 

economy, the local economies, and adds to the vitality and reliance of transporting both their 

products and raw materials. Energy, transportation, and financial institutions are just a few other 

large business types that serve an important function in our ecosystem.    

Housing: 



Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate apartments, 

though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 

increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper income. 

1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done 

to promote more housing stock? This is a very complicated and wide ranging topic. The private 

sector is best positioned to build housing supply and ideally in a range of housing types as zoning 

typically addresses. The market plays a large role as it relates to affordability simply in the supply 

and demand aspect. Land values are also influenced by supply and demand, and our urban growth 

boundary limits land supply. Reducing regulations on the development and building industries is a 

critical component, one obvious example government should learn from are the impacts we have 

seen from inclusionary zoning. Reducing permit costs and or delays would also reduce costs to the 

end user. The local jurisdictions could more aggressively invest in infrastructure to encourage more 

development with less reliance on the developer currently funding those investments. The small 

and site specific investments are less effective and delay development adding to the soft costs.  

 

2. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what should 

be done?  The topic should be discussed at the regional level. I do not currently support the 

regional approach to funding housing until elected leaders and jurisdictions are better educated 

and informed. What I am witnessing is many well intended elected officials jumping on regulatory 

and taxing schemes without an adequate understanding of the consequences of the impacts. What 

should be done in my opinion is educating and informing elected leaders and their administration 

as well as  and working closely with the business community to craft a strategy to address housing 

affordability. 

3.  Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor 

shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. 

We have worked with the city, county and Joint Office of Homeless Services to make progress on these 

issues, and while progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability concerns 

remain.   

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless emergency? There should be 

more work on developing transitional shelters to enable to enforcement of behaviors, and 

connecting those in need to services and opportunities to be a productive part of our society.   

 

2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?  The 

expansion of managed transitional shelters would be a tool in which those with illegal behaviors 

could be directed to versus our vibrant public places. Staffing this approach I believe has an 

economic benefit and return on investment.  

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an 

efficient multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users and drivers. In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move 

goods and freight efficiently and reliably.   



1. How the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users 

and drivers best be accommodated? I believe the array of projects in the Regional Transportation 

Plan are multimodal, and funding them in the correct proportions is key. There is too much 

emphasis and misguided political pressure on directing all transportation dollars to non-highway 

solutions that would otherwise help move goods and services. We need to have a balanced 

approach on transportation modes and not allow ideology to interfere with pragmatic solutions.  

 

2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? My assignment on the Clackamas County 

Commission is transportation. I have been deeply involved from the beginning on identifying and 

advocating for the recent "three major bottlenecks" (I-5 at Rose Quarter, Hwy 217, I-205 Stafford to 

Oregon City), so yes I support eliminating the bottlenecks and believe investing in both these and 

other highway projects as well as multimodal will reduce congestion. A properly sized highway 

system should be effective in managing congestion while enhancing traffic flow. 

 

Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 

Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining land 

supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment/industrial lands that 

are shovel ready for development? The region has studied our employment/industrial lands, that 

completed work is one tool. Emphasizing our need for lands, need for higher wage jobs, and our 

need for more manufacturing will hopefully bring together the political will to invest in the 

infrastructure necessary to make our industrial lands shovel ready.  There are state and local 

incentives, but without the political will, these tools are underutilized. Enterprise zones  and Urban 

Renewal are also tools to be considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


