
Portland Business Alliance Metro Questionnaire – Carol Pauli 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 

increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 

number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 

economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a 

lower median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 

 

I support the community colleges degree and certificate programs which provide training for the 

high demand skills for the trade job sector. I will encourage high school programs that partner with 

community colleges that give everyone regardless of race an opportunity to graduate high school 

with an associates or certificate, free of cost. My son is on this path at the Oregon City Charter 

school CAIS. Most of his classmates will also graduate with a certificate or associates and go 

directly into a middle income job market directly out of high school. Another aspect, is to be aware 

of regulatory policies that impact companies to grow and thrive. I will advocate for the improvement 

of infrastructure, especially improvements for freight. I will support the relaxation of building 

regulations that severely limits “middle housing” and support cities and counties into the 

development of affordable housing policies. 

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

 

I support education and job training at the high school level and programs and the Oregon promise 

program that offers free tuition for community college. I will also advocate for programs for 

returning students. Reliable and safe transit as well as affordable housing and education are all 

factors that contribute to the availability of economic opportunities for everyone.  

 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 

economic vitality.Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very 

low margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 

 

As a small business owner of 25 years, I have felt burden of fees and taxes. While I have limited 

control over what cities do, I can advocate for regional support of small business and Metro grants 

and programs that strengthen small business. I will strongly encourage our legislature to avoid 

policies and regulations that hurt business. 

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem?  

Big businesses have the ability to positively affect livability in our area. The large investment they 

pump into our economy comes to fruition in several ways. They provide a variety of jobs at different 

pay rates, they give support to non-profits, provide mentorship to smaller companies and create a 

network of skilled workforce and help support infrastructure for the region. 

 

Housing: 



Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region; the Value of Jobs 2017 Economic Checkup 

shows that housing supply is not keeping up with population growth. Though rents are stabilizing for 

market rate apartments, relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home 

ownership is becoming increasingly out of reach in the core of the region, pushing those looking for 

affordable options further from the core. 

1. What do you think Metro’s role should be related to housing generally, and specifically related to a 

potential regional affordable housing bond measure on the November 2018 ballot? 

I see Metro’s role as a regional partner. Metro has the ability to partner with private developers as 

well as non-profits and government partners to address affordable housing. Any bond measure 

should be equitable and be used to leverage state and federal funds to support partnership efforts 

to affordable housing. 

 

 

2. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done 

to promote more housing stock?   

Theoretically more supply should drop the surge in housing prices but this alone is often 

inadequate due to the new housing land and cost of building is more expensive. Eliminating 

barriers to building a greater range of sizes, types and price points in the same area would increase 

the supply of affordable housing as well as incentives to builders. 

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor 

shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or 

unsafe.Long a problem in the central city, increasingly homelessness is occurring more broadly and there 

is a lack of indoor shelter options across the region.  

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address thehomeless emergency?  

We can look at successes other jurisdictions have had in addressing the homeless crisis. During my 

tenure on the Oregon City Commission, the effect the homeless population was having the liability 

of the city was becoming an increasing concern.  Later a task force was developed and today there 

is one police officer that is a dedicated homeless liason. This officer interfaces with every homeless 

person in the city and finds out what is needed to get them off the streets and addresses the 

issues. Sometimes it is connecting them to services, sometimes it is as simple as getting them an 

id card so they can go to work with a temporary work service. The main action is not to condone it 

and diligently work to get them transitioned  by connecting them to services and working with 

partners to find solutions.  

 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an 

efficient multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users and drivers. In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move 

goods and freight efficiently and reliably.  

1. How can the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users 

and drivers best be accommodated? 



Metros regional lens is particularly useful in working with jurisdictions to coordinate and 

collaborate on projects that provide connections and flow to all forms of transportation. Taking the 

big picture approach allows us to utilize resources to address the unserved areas and issues that 

are causing the bottle necks and safety concerns.   

 

2. If a regional funding mechanism is used to address growing congestion and maintenance issues 

within the transportation system, what types of projects should be prioritized? 

Projects that restore flow to highways should be prioritized. They have been deferred for way too 

long, causing increasing congestion and resulting in economic costs. There are even short areas of 

lane reduction where adding a lane to be consistent with the rest of the highway would be the most 

bang for the buck. Following our long term plan of multimodal insures that those projects are 

completed with new construction and when opportunities arise, 

 

3. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 

I strongly support reducing bottle necks. They should be addressed as they come up and not 

deferred. Consistent flow of traffic on our highways increases safety and efficiency for our citizens 

and businesses.  

 

Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 

Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: Maintaining land 

supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. The 

most recent update of the Regional Industrial Lands Study reveals there are few tier one industrial sites 

remaining in the region. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment industrial lands that are 

shovel ready for development? 

 Oregon City had a toolkit of resources and incentives for developers. A regional toolkit as well as 

coordinating with cities and counties to partner with them on available resources and planning with 

help the efforts. Allocating funds as available to provide infrastructure support is key to attracting 

and providing for major employers. 

 

2. What are your thoughts on Metro’s Urban Growth Boundary and should it be adjusted to address 

the lack of large tier one sites? 

 

Tier one sites should be part of the equation when considering expanding the urban growth 

boundary There are many areas where there are no tier one tracts and this puts areas at a 

disadvantage and  exacerbates  the concern of long commutes and inadequate employment.. 

 

 

 

 


