
 

 

 

 

 

June 1, 2017 

The Honorable Ted Wheeler 

City of Portland 

1221 SW Fourth Ave., Room 340 

Portland, Oregon 97204 

 

Dear Mayor Wheeler: 

 

The Alliance represents nearly 1,900 small, medium and large businesses throughout the Portland-

metro region. We appreciate that you decided earlier not to move forward with the resolution in order 

to provide additional time to work with utilities and other stakeholders with direct responsibility and 

knowledge of what it takes to achieve a more renewable future. It will be critical to have ongoing 

collaboration to avoid unintended consequences and affordability issues. 

 

Our members support cost-effective, implementable strategies aimed at reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions to address the impacts of climate change. Many of our members are national leaders in 

efforts to make a positive contribution within their business operations and have worked on 

statewide policies that support actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. At the same time, it is 

critical to ensure energy remains reliable and affordable for businesses and residents that depend 

on it for every aspect of modern life, particularly as the cost of living and doing business in our 

community dramatically skyrockets.  

 

Achieving the goal of 100 percent renewable energy by 2050 is not possible without major 

technological advances. Of course there will be advances between now and that future date, but no 

one can predict today what they will be. Therefore, it is critical that the resolution provide the 

flexibility to allow energy providers to evaluate, test and deploy emerging technologies. That will also 

ensure that the most cost-effective solutions, whether local or larger scale, are available to serve the 

community’s energy needs, which is particularly important for lower-income Portlanders as the cost 

of living has risen.  

 

The resolution also contains language that seems to suggest the city will invest in community based 

organizations to develop community-based renewable energy. There are both private and nonprofit 

entities that are engaged in the clean energy transformation and pursue both community-based and 

larger scale renewable energy developments. It would likely be a more efficient use of scarce city 

resources to partner with those experienced providers to achieve the outcomes that the city is 

seeking with respect to renewable energy, jobs and community benefits as efficiently as possible. 

Working in partnership is also important to ensuring existing voluntary programs are not 

inadvertently impacted.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We encourage the city to work cooperatively with energy 

utilities and all stakeholders toward the goals laid out in the resolution, and especially customer  

 

 

 



advocates for residential and commercial ratepayers and clean energy advocates with experience in 

energy systems, existing and emerging technologies, and the associated costs.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Sandra McDonough 

President & CEO 

 

cc: Commissioner Eudaly 

 Commissioner Fish 

 Commissioner Fritz 

 Commissioner Saltzman 

  

 

 

 



 


