
 

 

October 10, 2017 

 

The Honorable Ted Wheeler 

The Honorable Dan Saltzman 

City of Portland 

1221 SW Fourth Ave. 

Portland, OR 97204 

 

Dear Mayor Wheeler and Commissioner Saltzman, 

 

The Portland Business Alliance (Alliance) has long been a strong supporter of an efficient multimodal 

transportation system to effectively move both goods and people. Recent data from the Oregon Department 

of Transportation shows that congestion in the Portland area is worsening, and a recent poll commissioned 

by the Alliance shows that virtually every Portlander thinks congestion is a problem.  

 

We recognize there is no silver bullet to solving congestion issues. We also recognize one option to 

ameliorate growing congestion is for people to shift travel modes from single occupancy vehicles when 

possible. The car is still the dominant mode of travel and is expected to be for the foreseeable future, but 

more people traveling in, through and out of downtown will further strain the downtown street grid. It will be 

necessary to accommodate cars, transit, bicyclists and pedestrians in the central city core.  

 

The Central City Multimodal Project that the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) is undertaking is an 

opportunity to look at the central city transportation system holistically, use data to evaluate potential 

alternatives, engage stakeholders and make decisions about inevitable trade-offs. The Alliance is looking 

forward to participating in that effort constructively. 

 

We are concerned, however, about the potential for a discussion about making Better Naito permanent 

occurring outside the Central City Multimodal Project. Naito Parkway is an essential corridor in the central 

city transportation grid; it connects north and south, provides freeway access for freight, offers access to the 

Willamette bridges and serves as a critical portal into downtown. It makes no sense to divorce the central 

city conversation from the Naito conversation. 

 

It is critical the city address transportation issues holistically in a manner that takes into account the needs 

of all system users, including drivers, transit riders, pedestrians and bicyclists. The Central City Multimodal 

Project provides an opportunity to undertake a comprehensive, data driven evaluation of system 

improvements to evaluate broad system impacts and determine how best to achieve balanced multimodal 

solutions. Any action that significantly impacts the central city transportation system prior to that is unwise 

and undermines the public process the city has committed to undertake.  

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Jim Mark 

Chair, board of directors 
 



 


