
 

 

 

May 14, 2018  

 

The Honorable Ted Wheeler  

City of Portland 

1221 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 340 

Portland, Oregon 97204 

 

RE: Proposed Budget FY 2018-2019 

 

Dear Mayor Wheeler:  

 

We reviewed your proposed fiscal year 2018–2019 budget and commend your prioritization of city 

revenue to address housing supply and homelessness issues, public safety and targeted 

transportation investments, among other items. We acknowledge that there are always competing 

interests when making budget decisions but urge that the issues you have outlined in your proposed 

budget remain top priorities for the city of Portland during this critical budget cycle.  

 

The Alliance fully understands outside impacts to city budget decisions, including ever-growing public 

employee retirement costs, and we continue to advocate for real cost reforms in Salem so that 

revenues can be focused on the programs and services provided by government. We also realize that 

local governments are facing continued declines in federal funding for a number of programs. 

 

We appreciate the partnership and collaboration on the business license tax and focusing new 

revenue on measurable outcomes related to addressing homelessness, mental health issues and 

small business support, particularly business owners from underserved communities. Specifically, 

we are pleased the Joint Office of Homeless Services will be able to place 240 additional families 

and individuals into permanent housing and that mental health caseload capacity will be expanded 

by 50 percent. We also appreciate that you share our concern about economic competitiveness and 

that your budget includes a note clarifying the intent not to increase the business license tax again 

for 10 years, as well as your commitment in future budgets to roll back the increase should the 

economic or tax environment shift significantly. These commitments are critical for the business 

community that is facing the prospect of two tax increases. We look forward to continuing to work 

with you on alternative paths to address the legitimate concerns raised by the coalition proposing the 

city of Portland gross receipts tax.  

We support increased revenue for the police bureau so they can begin to implement the vision you 

and Chief Outlaw share related to community policing. Additional resources will enable the bureau to 

better connect with constituents and respond to calls, reducing response times and overtime costs. 

Ensuring public safety is a core city function, and with looming retirements and a growing population, 

this investment makes sense.  

The Alliance has long supported a multimodal transportation system in Portland, as well as increases 

in funding at the local and state level. We remain seriously concerned about the state of Portland’s 

roads, which continue to deteriorate with higher percentages of roadway considered in poor 

condition. Traffic congestion and road maintenance are high priorities for Portlanders and we 

appreciate that your budget includes resources for additional pothole repair, maintenance and 

updates to traffic signal hardware. We urge continued prioritization of these issues at the Portland 

Bureau of Transportation.  
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We appreciate that your proposed budget also includes two new staff positions to support 

implementation of the affordable housing bond approved by voters in 2016, and that there are 

additional resources for permanent supportive housing in order to pair housing services with 

affordable units developed through the bond. We recognize the importance both new affordable 

housing units and permanent supportive services and support efforts move forward with both. 

 

Given that the enormous effort to update the city’s comprehensive plan is now largely complete, the 

reduction to the Bureau of Planning & Sustainability’s general fund allocation seems prudent. We 

applaud your direction to the bureau to work with council to reprioritize existing initiatives and future 

workload in order to mitigate the impact on critical projects. The Alliance hopes to be engaged with 

council and with the bureau as they formulate a new work plan in the coming months. 

 

We also value your commitment to supporting the city’s economic development activity and Prosper 

Portland. As our recent Value of Jobs Economic Check-up showed, many communities of color are 

not sharing in the economic prosperity the city is experiencing. Programs to help small and minority-

owned businesses succeed are critical to closing that gap.   

 

As the budget process continues, we urge you and your fellow members on City Council to continue 

prioritizing public safety, housing and homelessness, transportation investments and economic 

success. We look forward to working with you and all of city council on addressing these key issues. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jim Mark 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

cc:  Portland City Council 

 


