
Multnomah County Questionnaire – Sharon Maxwell 

City Gross Receipts Tax:  

 

A ballot initiative that would institute a city of Portland gross receipts tax on large retailers (including 

banks) has been filed for the November 2018 ballot. The proposed tax of 1 percent on sales generated in 

the city is expected to raise approximately $30 million annually and would fund renewable energy efforts, 

as well as minority contractor support, green infrastructure and local food production.  

 

1. Do you support or oppose a city of Portland gross receipts tax? 

Yes. (in favor) 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 

increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 

number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 

economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a 

lower median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 

Work with local business owners, leaders to make sure we are providing stakeholders incentives through tax 

breaks. I would ensure our students are graduating. I would support current business to stay and fund 

outreach firms to recruit new business’s.   

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

We have to make sure we fund a quality public education, incorporate trades, making sure we help our high 

and support quality education and training programs.  

 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 

economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very 

low margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 

As a business owner I believe we have to do more analysis, to see what the current fees, taxes are 

and measure where we’re getting our best value.  I wouldn’t ask for more fees or taxes unless it was 

going toward education or training to provide quality educated workforce or skilled labor worker.  

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem? 

As a small business, I believe we have to do our part and large corporation need to pay their share. 

There has to be a balance in making sure that corporations invest back into the local economy.  

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate apartments, 

though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 

increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper income. 



1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done 

to promote more housing stock?   

I would support increasing the Urban boundary growth area and ask that we weigh in to make sure 

people can afford housing, rental needs based on analysis of income ratio to debt and ability to pay 

only 30% of their income for housing.  

 

2. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what should 

be done?   

 

I believe housing should be addressed at the regional level. The people coming here can’t find 

housing that doesn’t require 5-6 people paying for the living expenses. This is unacceptable.   As 

Americans, we care about each other we don’t just think about how much money we can make and 

excessively charge people because it’s about how much we can charge but it’s about how do we want 

to be stewards of the resources that we have been given the ability to manage. We owe it to a healthy 

society to offer fair payable rentals and housing based on basic needs.  

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor 

shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. 

We have worked with the city, county and Joint Office of Homeless Services to make progress on these 

issues, and while progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability concerns 

remain.   

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless emergency? We need to 

address the Mental Health concerns and emotional and physiological break downs that people 

have. We must be concerned about the larger issues that cause families to live under bridges.    

 

2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?   

 

We need Community Health Workers and trained professionals who are dispatched and can service 

the areas as health workers. The police and sheriff should be the last option. 

 

 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an 

efficient multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users and drivers. In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move 

goods and freight efficiently and reliably.   

1. How the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users 

and drivers best be accommodated?  

We have way too much traffic on the roads that impacts daily commerce keeping business stalled, 

traffic tied up and creating more cost. I suggest environmental impact statements be conducted to 

determine best practices and creative plans forward.  

 



2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? I would support best practices and good 

projects that would make traffic better and more efficient.  

 

Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 

Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining land 

supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment/industrial lands that 

are shovel ready for development? 

I believe we have to perform a land analysis of what’s available currently. We then can determine, what is 

needed to enhance. I would create projection plans looking 40-50 years out, that will help to address real 

needs and make decision making based on best practices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


