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CHRISTINE LEWIS for METRO District 2 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 

increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 

number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 

economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a 

lower median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 

 

Good family-wage jobs are critical for our region’s vitality and prosperity. Job training, CTE 

education, and apprenticeship models are all valuable tools to build a trained workforce and 

increase middle-income jobs through new and expanding businesses. There are many efforts 

underway right now to increase participation in apprenticeship within specific communities and 

populations, including students and veterans. While Metro does not have a programmatic role in 

job training, I would continue to support the efforts and seek to bring representatives from 

Worksource, Community Colleges, and apprenticeship to the planning table.  

 

Metro has a lead role in placemaking, and with increased access, linkages, social uses, and 

activities, Metro investments in cultural centers will spur job creation. In my own community, the 

Willamette Falls Legacy Project has great potential to catalyze job creation in Oregon City and West 

Linn.  

 

Brownfield redevelopment and cleanup of environmental hazards help revitalize business districts 

alongside neighborhoods. Metro is a partner in many of the brownfield conversations, and needs to 

continue to engage other stakeholders while championing progress. 

 

Finally, I am a supporter of the Main Street approach and would actively represent Metro in Main 

Street organizations across District 2.  

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

 

Shared economic prosperity in the Portland region is getting worse, with increasing rents and cost 

of living while incomes are not going up, particularly for communities of color and marginalized 

individuals. We must be intentional as a region about targeting our economic development and 

workforce training opportunities at the communities who are otherwise left behind and don’t share 

in prosperity. Metro can not do this work alone, and we should be looking to partner with the 

counties and cities on public health, educational, and job placement initiatives. Culturally specific 

organizations should be funded to be the leaders doing this work in the community. Further, Metro 

can be a leader within its own workforce and in contracting policy that builds up MWESBs.   

 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 

economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very 

low margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 

 



Businesses in Clackamas County (the majority of Metro District 2) have no local business tax, no 

sales tax, and no general license fee from the County. However many businesses are nevertheless 

part of complex fee and regulatory schemes from multiple levels of government. There is currently 

state legislation to add a small business advisory group to rulemaking review, and I am personally 

supportive of the concept. I might consider a similar approach to bringing in small business 

representatives to program implementation and review at Metro. 

 

My husband is a small business owner, and our household is intimately familiar with the burdens 

and regulatory challenges faced by small businesses.  But rather than build off my own 

experiences, I would like to hear more from the region’s small businesses and work with them to 

develop a holistic approach to examining these issues. 

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem? 

 

Large businesses are often reliant on an ecosystem of smaller and mid-sized businesses for supply 

and professional services. A healthy business ecosystem includes multiple clusters of industry and 

localized firms supporting the bigger companies. Large businesses have the responsibility to be 

community leaders and play a role in civic life as we confront the challenges we face as a region. 

Smaller and emerging firms should also be engaged in this space since business leadership is 

critical to the kinds of partnerships we need to address housing, transportation, livability, and 

education in the Portland area.  

 

I am particularly impressed by the work of the Portland Leadership Foundation and the roster of 

businesses who participate in the Emerging Leaders Internship. I would champion and participate 

in this and other internship programs that enable Portland-area companies to partner with 

emerging talent from a diversity of backgrounds to benefit their bottom line and the community as a 

whole.  

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region; the Value of Jobs 2017 Economic Checkup 

shows that housing supply is not keeping up with population growth. Though rents are stabilizing for 

market rate apartments, relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home 

ownership is becoming increasingly out of reach in the core of the region, pushing those looking for 

affordable options further from the core. 

1. What do you think Metro’s role should be related to housing generally, and specifically related to a 

potential regional affordable housing bond measure on the November 2018 ballot? 

 

I am extremely supportive of Metro going to the voters in November with a bond measure to support 

affordable housing across the region. As the campaign manager for the historic and successful 

2016 Portland housing bond measure, the ability to bring my experience and expertise to this 

discussion is one of the reasons I entered this race. The partnership of the Portland Business 

Alliance and local business leaders with housing advocates, social service providers, and diverse 

community groups was remarkable and should be held up as a model going forward.  

 

Metro’s housing bond should focus on building housing for individuals and families who need our 

help the most, 0 to 60% MFI, with a particular emphasis on family sized units and ensuring an 



appropriate and significant share of the units at the lower end of that range. Plans should include 

prioritizing development in high opportunity areas across the region.  

Finally, Metro leadership should be out in front and vocal supporters of the constitutional 

amendment to allow municipalities to use bond funds in concert with other finance streams to 

cover capital costs of affordable housing. With that additional flexibility, Metro will be able to 

partner with traditional and innovative housing development finance models.  

 

2. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done 

to promote more housing stock? 

 

We have a severe need for new housing right now, with 110 new people moving to the region every 

day. However a simple supply and demand argument will not solve our affordability crisis, since we 

can’t build fast enough for existing and future demand. We need to plan and build intentionally at 

all affordability levels. We have fallen behind in supply for families and individuals living on fixed 

incomes and making the least since HUD funding has been eroded over the past 30 years.  

 

However, public funding is not in and of itself the solution. We need streamlined design review and 

permitting processes for developers building affordable housing. We need local zoning policy that 

promotes development of ADU’s, duplexes, and other infill development that fits with the history 

and development of local communities. Finally, government can’t do this alone and must better 

partner with nonprofit and for-profit partners on innovative solutions.  

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor 

shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. 

Long a problem in the central city, increasingly homelessness is occurring more broadly and there is a lack 

of indoor shelter options across the region.    

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless emergency?  

 

Shelter is not a solution to homelessness; safe and secure housing that is affordable to our 

neighbors with the least financial means is the solution to homelessness. However, shelters are 

needed as part of our safety net, and must be connected to services. I have volunteered in 

emergency shelters as an overnight host, and understand the need for more shelter space 

dispersed across the region. I am supportive of connecting services to shelter and think that there 

is a role for Metro in considering connectivity of shelters and services in transportation planning.  

 

From the Metro District 2 perspective, our communities don’t have as visible and dense of a 

homeless population as downtown Portland, but there are homeless people and families and there 

is housing instability. We need to have community leaders who meet these individuals and their 

experiences with compassion and not judgment.  

 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an 

efficient multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 



users and drivers. In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move 

goods and freight efficiently and reliably.   

1. How can the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users 

and drivers best be accommodated? 

 

Investing in transportation infrastructure is critical to our success as our region, and our success as 

a state. I am proud of the work I did last session working for the City of Portland in Salem on 

components of the transportation package. I was part of the preservation and maintenance work 

group, and firmly believe that ongoing maintenance and safety improvements are critical 

investments. Portland’s Vision Zero commitment should serve as a regional model for ensuring 

safety of pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers in the transportation planning process. I am committed 

to transit, both light rail and busses, but am willing to have tough conversations about what 

minimum frequency of service and connectivity need to be met in order to adequately serve 

communities. I take transit into Portland as often as I can, but find myself driving and parking close 

to a frequent service stop more often than I take the neighborhood line. We need sidewalks and 

bike lanes that contribute to the safety of people walking and on bikes. They should be designed in 

such a way as to ensure that there is a level of separation that helps aid drivers’ confidence and 

comfort in sharing the road.  

 

2. If a regional funding mechanism is used to address growing congestion and maintenance issues 

within the transportation system, what types of projects should be prioritized? 

 

A regional funding mechanism needs to prioritize funding projects that are in concert with projects 

and priorities of state and federal funding packages. Community involvement should help highlight 

the areas of greatest need, and we should make sure that neighborhoods across the region share 

in the benefits of a package. Light rail, transit, and the Southwest corridor should absolutely be high 

on the list, and we should maximize investment with non-gas tax revenues. Additionally, we should 

prioritize funding for roads connected and adjacent to the area of 205 prioritized in 2017’s HB 

2017 in order to invest in a complete system. My hope is that the Climate Smart Strategy adopted 

by Metro will serve as a frame for this conversation. Finally, the conversation absolutely has to 

include a housing strategy, perhaps land banking or otherwise identifying and prioritizing affordable 

housing development in conjunction with transportation investment.  

 

3. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 

 

I am supportive of the plan to reduce congestion laid out in the 2017 transportation package. I 

believe adding continued lane capacity on I-205 at the Abernethy Bridge is critical to my community 

as well as the region at large. My neighborhood streets in the Willamette neighborhood are serving 

as the additional capacity right now when 205 backs up at peak times. We have the opportunity to 

make a real impact with this project, and I will monitor the design and research phase carefully. 

Further, I am supportive of congestion pricing in the region, bur err on the side of making sure there 

is always a free option even if not as efficient or fast moving. I am supportive of HOT lanes as a 

starting point and want to find out more about what ODOT learns in their congestion pricing 

research and listening sessions.  

 



Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 

Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: Maintaining land 

supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. The 

most recent update of the Regional Industrial Lands Study reveals there are few tier one industrial sites 

remaining in the region. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment industrial lands that are 

shovel ready for development? 

 

This is an important issue, and one that has often come the state legislature when local 

conversations break down. I am not an expert in this area, but was impressed by the Clackamas 

County Employment Lands Evaluation Program presented at the last Clackamas Economic 

Development Council. This tool adds a local view to the information collected by the partnership of 

stakeholders in the Regional Industrial Lands Study. It is important to work with local communities 

since many of the challenges faced will require multi-jurisdictional solutions. I am supportive of 

tools to accelerate and fund brownfield cleanup, natural resource mitigation, and enhanced 

infrastructure. I can also understand the challenges when some of the targeted development sites 

include multiple parcels and multiple landowners. I have experience working to protect and 

preserve industrial lands in the Columbia Corridor as staff at Multnomah County working on the 

Levee Ready Columbia project. I would bring that collaborative spirit to the conversation around 

promoting employment lands.  

 

2. What are your thoughts on Metro’s Urban Growth Boundary and should it be adjusted to address 

the lack of large tier one sites? 

 

Metro’s Urban Growth Boundary is unique in the country and has helped shaped the region’s 

unique character. The UGB’s expansion should be deliberate, driven by data and community input. 

When looking at any proposal to expand, for tier one employment or housing, I will be looking for 

data that demonstrates need as well as a plan that includes connectivity to urban services, 

transportation, and livability. Finally, we must continue to protect our most valuable farm and 

forestlands to protect our family farmers and agricultural industries.  


