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City Gross Receipts Tax:  
 
A ballot initiative that would institute a city of Portland gross receipts tax on large retailers (including banks) 
has been filed for the November 2018 ballot. The proposed tax of 1 percent on sales generated in the city is 
expected to raise approximately $30 million annually and would fund renewable energy efforts, as well as 
minority contractor support, green infrastructure and local food production.  
 

1. Do you support or oppose a city of Portland gross receipts tax? 
 
I support the ballot measure proposing a Portland gross receipts tax.  With Oregon’s corporate tax rate one 
of the lowest in the nation, I believe that businesses in Oregon don’t pay their fair share.  The ballot measure 
proposes a way to generate tax revenue from the largest businesses in Portland, and invest funds raised into 
the community. I particularly support the measure’s provision that funds raised be invested in renewable 
energy and energy efficiency projects,  and job training, apprenticeship, and contractor training programs, 
all to be focussed on low income communities, particularly communities of color.   

 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 
increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 
number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 
economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a lower 
median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 
 
Jobs in construction and the building trades provide solid middle-income opportunities; I will work on 
improving pathways to those jobs. I’ll also make sure county construction projects create opportunities to 
access those jobs by including clear objectives around local hire , apprentices, and for hiring women and 
people of color. 

 
2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

 
I’d like to see more small business incubators, including micro lending and mentoring services to new 
entrepreneurs. We have got to  find ways to support local businesses, especially in neighborhoods with high 
concentration of people of color and low income people. We also need to be sure that local small businesses 
don’t get priced out or otherwise displaced as Portland continues to grow.  
 
Economic Development: 



The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 
economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very low 
margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 
 
I’d work to create a fast track for small business for permitting and other “paperwork” issues, that allows 
them the get to the head of the line.  I’d be interested in learning more from small businesses about the 
specific fees, taxes, and regulations that create issues for them, and ways in which the County can work with 
them to create an environment that allows them to thrive.   

 
2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem? 

A healthy  economic ecosystem includes businesses of all sizes. Large businesses provide jobs,  can create an 
economic engine that fuels a thriving local economy, and can invest in the social and civic fabric of our 
community.  It’s essential that business leaders from all parts of the ecosystem are engaged and working in 
partnership with elected officials as well as with leaders from other community sectors, and I’ll work to build 
the relationships  that will support such partnerships. It’s also essential that business leaders act as stewards 
for all parts of our community, and work to create solutions that ensure equitable opportunities for all.  

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate apartments, 
though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 
increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper income. 

1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done to 
promote more housing stock? 

 
Supply is an essential component of addressing housing affordability.  Until we add supply, we’re going to 
continue to see soaring prices.  Even with additional supply, however, prices are going to go up as long as 
Portland is one of the hottest cities in America. We worked to make our region attractive, and succeeded in 
this, but failed to plan for a supply of permanently affordable housing to meet the needs of middle and low 
income workers.   
 
By most estimates we are short 40,000 units. We need to deploy the Portland housing bond money more 
quickly, and we need to amend the state constitution to allow flexibility in the way it’s used so that we can 
stretch it farther. We also need to allow for additional density in our neighborhoods, and continue to explore 
creative ways to do so.  Finally, I believe we should consider using bond money or other resources to explore 
strategies for developing permanent affordable housing, such as creating a land bank for permanently 
affordable units targeting people beginning at 60% of the federal poverty level up to 120% or so.  

 
2. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what should 

be done? 



Yes, housing affordability absolutely should be explored at a regional level.  Metro’s exploration of a housing 
bond for 2018 is an important discussion that moves us in this direction.   

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor shelter 
space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. We have 
worked with the city, county and Joint Office of Homeless Services to make progress on these issues, and while 
progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability concerns remain.   

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless emergency?  
 
We are calling it an emergency (and it truly is) but our actions don’t match that declaration. Solutions need 
to be multi-faceted and tailored to the specific needs of those who are homeless and those at risk of 
becoming homeless. The solutions all take resources, and include providing more shelter, additional mental 
health services, additional services for those with addiction issues, and rent or mortgage support for those at 
risk of losing their housing (we’ve seen that even as we spend more to address homelessness, more people 
are on the streets -- this tells us that we need to stop the outflow). At every step of the way, we need to 
ensure that we are providing people with a path out of homelessness -- not simply cycling them through the 
system, or exacerbating the issues that led them into homelessness in the first place. 

 
2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?   

 
We must address public safety issues without criminalizing homelessness. Sweeps, bans, or other responses 
that generally associate homelessness with criminality are both unjust and ineffective, as they do not create 
solutions -- they simply move the problem to a different geographic area or to a different part of our system. 
Where violence or public safety issues are presented, a community policing model that includes training 
around the multitude of issues that can be presented by a particular situation should be employed. 

 
 
 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an efficient 
multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and drivers. 
In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move goods and freight 
efficiently and reliably.   

1. How the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and 
drivers best be accommodated? 

 
Our transportation system presents a complex set of issues. We need to  do a better job of meeting the needs 
of all residents of Multnomah County, including the parts of the county that are not well served by our 
current transportation and transit systems.  We can reduce congestion by improving public transit systems, 
encouraging workers to carpool, and exploring congestion pricing. 
 



We need to address congestion on our roadways and in downtown Portland, and also address the needs of 
transit-dependent people from north Portland and east county that are not well-served by transit. This 
means listening to those residents when they  tell us what their needs are, such as routes that allow them to 
get to work in parts of the county other than downtown Portland and with schedules that meet their work, 
school, or other needs.  Creating an equitable system will help connect people with jobs and education, 
reduce congestion, and improve the environment -- goals we all share. 

 
2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 
 
We can’t build our way out of congestion issues. Getting Terminal 6 back at full capacity will reduce truck 
traffic. Most of our passenger car issues are driven by housing affordability and lack of access to public 
transit. We have to create a future where long commutes are not a normal fixture of our work world, and 
where public transit and multimodal systems allow people to get out of their cars.  I support investment in 
maintaining our highways; and support investigating congestion pricing programs as one component of 
controlling congestion. 

 
Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 
Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining land 
supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment/industrial lands that are 
shovel ready for development? 

We need to look at all available parcels, including brown fields. I’m especially interested in the inventory of 
brown fields that we can remediate and turn into industrial or mixed use development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


