
 

 

October 10, 2017 

 

The Honorable Governor Kate Brown 

900 Court Street NE, Suite 254 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

 

The Portland Business Alliance (Alliance) represents nearly 1,900 small, medium and large businesses 

throughout the Portland metro region. For years, the Alliance has consistently advocated for inclusive, 

humane solutions to the homeless crisis in our community, including increased shelter space, services for 

those that need them and addressing livability issues in our public spaces. 

 

As you know, the city of Portland and Multnomah County are working to address the issue of homelessness 

through the recently created Joint Office of Homeless Services. This year, the city and county contributed an 

unprecedented $54 million toward efforts to increase shelter space, assist families to stay in their homes 

and place homeless individuals in permanent housing. The Alliance has supported these efforts and is 

working cooperatively with the Joint Office and service providers to site even more needed shelters.  

 

The most recent point-in-time count of the homeless population shows a 12 percent reduction in people 

sleeping outside, thanks largely to the leadership of Mayor Ted Wheeler and County Chair Deborah Kafoury 

on this issue. But we still have a large number of people camping in tents and sleeping in cars in 

neighborhoods throughout the city, including many camps along freeway on- and off-ramps and in 

underpasses. These camps generate significant amounts of waste that is a danger to health and safety, 

requiring hazard material removal. The dangers that can arise from these types of unsanitary conditions are 

evident in San Diego. The city is dealing with a hepatitis a outbreak that has infected close to 500 people so 

far; most of those infected are homeless and there have been 18 deaths as a result. 

 

We are hearing unprecedented complaints, not only from our members and their employees but also from 

the community at large, that the litter and debris left behind at these illegal encampments presents a visual 

blight that is extremely detrimental and unsafe to visitors, business owners and residents of Portland. In 

fact, 92% of people in Portland believe that in the absence of clean water, bathrooms or trash collection, the 

encampments that have occurred throughout the city and in public rights of way are a public health hazard. 

 

We acknowledge and appreciate that Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) is working to better 

coordinate camp clean ups, but there are simply inadequate resources dedicated at the agency to address 

this significant issue. ODOT is rightly focused on delivering transportation services, but it should not be 

overlooked that ODOT is also a sizable land owner, and they have a responsibility to maintain the rights of 

way in the community. The amount of waste is particularly visible on Interstate 405 through downtown 

Portland and Interstate 84 just east of downtown, although the issue spans the entire region. We 

understand there is only one state official that is responsible for handling complaints and delegating clean-

up responses in the Portland metro area. This is absolutely inadequate, considering our knowledge of the 

problem areas and the number of complaints from local residents and businesses.  

 

We urge you to add further resources to the Portland area for the purpose of addressing this highly prevalent 

issue. Attached are pictures that show just a few examples of the condition of rights of way controlled by the 



state. We urge you to take steps to adequately resource the department in order to alleviate the public 

health and livability issues that have arisen from these specific camps.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Mark 

Chair, board of directors 

 

.



 


