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Value of Jobs: 
The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2017 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro has seen wage 
increases across low-, middle- and high-income jobs; however, previous reports have also shown that the 
number of middle-income jobs are growing more slowly than those on the low and high end. In addition, 
economic data reveals that prosperity is not broadly shared, with most communities of color earning a lower 
median household income than white and Asian populations. 

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 
 
I believe that good middle-class jobs are a pathway out of poverty and I strongly support pathways to 
advancement and opportunity.  Our world is changing and the types of jobs we have today may not be around 
or may not be found in the same numbers in the future.  One such pathway is the Clean Energy Jobs Bill which 
will allow Oregon to invest in the workforce of tomorrow while working to address the environmental issues of 
today which oftentimes disproportionately affect the economically disadvantaged and  communities of color. 
 Furthermore we must invest in affordable housing in all areas of the region, including Portland but also in our 
suburban communities.   The housing market and other regional infrastructure dictates where middle class 
workers live and work. Our focus must be on maintaining a synergistic relationship between our business 
districts and nearby neighborhoods.  I know first hand the struggles employers are facing as employees live 
farther from the job site, face rising costs in their daily lives and are left rather unprepared to face the tasks at 
hand on a daily basis.  Providing a regional environment with stable housing, reliable and consistent 
transportation and development planned around economic growth and jobs will help all share in prosperity. 
 
We must remove barriers to employment to allow middle-income workers access to a mix of jobs that provide 
real growing wages. Investing in regional infrastructure can help by creating critical access to affordable 
housing, transportation, and quality education. 
  
2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 
 
I believe that Questions 1 and 2 speak to the same economic need: strengthening the middle class can only 
benefit the Metro region by expanding opportunities for the most economically vulnerable people and 
families. 
 
Economic Development: 
The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 
economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very low 
margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 
 
As a small business owner I am keenly aware of the large impact even small fees and regulatory burden have on 
businesses and their ability to provide for their employees, reinvest in their fixed assets and remain viable in a 
competitive environment.  Our small business communities are a vital part of our communities, and their role 
cannot be compromised by the belief that they all sit on a surplus of resources ripe for picking.   Having the 
voice of business as a part of the conversation is critical to reducing new taxes, fees and regulatory burdens.  It 
is a perspective far too often left out of elected leadership in our State and local communities.   
 
2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem? 
Our region and communities need a mix of business types and sizes to be healthy.  Ecosystem is a fitting word 
since, just like our natural system, it takes a cohesive and collaborative effort on the parts of all players, 
including government, to ensure a healthy and robust economic environment.  Small business provide strong 
community character and are part of the building blocks of our regional identity.  Large businesses provide the 



stability and innovation needed to ensure we are preparing for tomorrow.  There are many overlapping roles 
for large and small businesses, and supporting the growth of our business community today and fostering 
partnerships will be my focus is elected. 
Housing: 
Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region; the Value of Jobs 2017 Economic Checkup shows that 
housing supply is not keeping up with population growth. Though rents are stabilizing for market rate 
apartments, relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 
increasingly out of reach in the core of the region, pushing those looking for affordable options further from 
the core. 

1. What do you think Metro’s role should be related to housing generally, and specifically related to a 
potential regional affordable housing bond measure on the November 2018 ballot? 

 
There is no doubt our region is facing a housing crisis. I am committed to playing a lead role on the Metro 
Council to help communities across the region meet this challenge, including supporting the proposed 
regional housing bond.  The use of the bond funds should be shared using much input from regional 
stakeholders as the solution will require all voices at the table, including our business community.  I strongly 
believe in the maintenance of local control in decision-making although our cities must see the importance of 
providing for a mix of income types and housing stock in all of our communities.  
 
2. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done to 
promote more housing stock? 
3.  
The fact that new construction is not keeping anywhere near pace with the demand created through an 
increase to the Metro area population demonstrates that supply is in fact the problem.  This is a complex issue 
and there is no stock solution. Governments, without compromising safety and environmental integrity, must 
work to reduce the barriers that make housign difficult to build, drive up the cost and result in less 
construction.  In my role as a City Councilor I have worked to do just that in Lake Oswego.  We value the 
character of our communities but need to find ways to craft code that preserves what we value while not 
prohibiting needed development. 
We need a workforce trained in the construction trades.  I support strong partnerships with our high schools 
and community colleges to provide the workforce training needed to bring more workers into the building 
trade professions.   
I also support emerging techniques such as use of CLT which promises to reduce overall cost of housing as well 
as provide an invigoration of Oregon’s timber economy. 
   
Homelessness / Livability: 
The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor 
shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. Long a 
problem in the central city, increasingly homelessness is occurring more broadly and there is a lack of indoor 
shelter options across the region.    

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless emergency?  
 
As I noted above, strategically located, affordable housing is lacking in the region; the lack thereof creates an 
insurmountable obstacle  for those already on the margins. Ensuring that there is access to transitional 
housing, shelters and housing connected to services is key. As a Metro Council member, I will be committed to 
engaging community police/advocates who can connect our homeless population to these critical services. 
 
Transportation: 
The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an efficient 
multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and drivers. 



In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move goods and freight 
efficiently and reliably.   

1. How can the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users 
and drivers best be accommodated? 

 
I appreciate the variety of constrained  projects proposed in the 2018 RTP and believe that a multifaceted 
approach is critical to easing our system as more and more people will move into the region in the coming 
years.  While making these improvements we must remember that business still currently relies on quick transit 
through the region for the delivery of goods.  Our economic development is being stifled by increased 
congestion, and while I am an advocate for active transportation and improvements to mass transit, we must 
also focus on infrastructure that keeps our business community healthy and attracts new growth to the region. 
 
2. If a regional funding mechanism is used to address growing congestion and maintenance issues 
within the transportation system, what types of projects should be prioritized? 
 
A few important elements of the 2018 RTP are access to healthy and safe travel options for commuting and 
recreation, better access to jobs via increased transit options and making our transit system more frequent, 
reliable and affordable.  
 
 I have been and will continue to be a strong voice for increased active transportation infrastructure that is 
safe and connected to services, employment and education.  I am inspired to know that use of healthier modes 
of transportation will increase at higher rates than vehicular travel.  Not only does active transportation serve 
to reduce GHG emissions but it improves the regions physical health, mental health, lowers healthcare costs 
and reduces premature deaths.  The benefits are many.  For the benefit the cost to develop active 
transportation infrastructure are far less and given the less impactful use compared to large vehicles the long 
term maintenance costs are also less. 
 
Our local businesses are the lifeblood of our communities, and improving access to them for employees is a 
win-win.  As a small business owner in a Portland suburb I know first hand that anyone relying on transit to 
arrive from outside of the municipality is not able to practically maintain their employment with us.  The time 
spent on transit is far too long to justify.  Many folks newer to the area who email for an interview cancel once 
they realize the lack of transit options before them.  Coupling increased access with frequency, reliability and 
affordable completes the circle needed for a truly functional system.  
 
I view the SW Corridor Plan as a game changer for the region, however, ensuring housing remains affordable 
and the least fortunate among us are not displaced is a real concern.  As a councilor representing an area 
impacted by the plan protecting those people and businesses that stand to be adversely impacted would be my 
transportation priority.  It takes planning, engagement and investments to ensure that displacement does not 
occur so the time is now to strategize on the smart implementation of this plan. 
 
Furthermore, projects that open up freight routes and allow for the development of employment land, 
industrial sites and housing should receive priority status.  Sunrise Phase II is one example of such a project. 
 Investments that will both relieve congestion and bring new growth, housing opportunities and spur 
economic development are critical to our region’s health.    
 

3. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 
support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 
 
Bottlenecks account for 40% of congestion and funding to provide for their relief is critical.  As the region 
continues to grow these investments are needed to simply maintain the current status quo and provide more 



predictability.  I will support the completion of the projects funded through the State’s 2017 transportation 
package and advocate for the funding need to complete the expansion of I-205 and the Abernathy Bridge.   
 
 I am interested in the results of the study currently underway on congestion pricing.  I am always in favor of 
first best utilizing our current infrastructure as efficiently as possible first.  I also appreciate the smart travel 
technologies being employed now and the future expenditures planned for their proliferation.   
 
I favor projects within our urban areas to increase active transportation use.  Active transportation will 
experience the largest increase in users than any other form of transportation in the future.  Developing safe 
infrastructure not only reduces congestion but also improves the health of the region and the people in it. 
 Again, there is not a one-size-fits-all approach.  Focusing these projects in urban centers and  around our main 
corridors can be effective.  At the same time  we still need reliable and affordable transit to move people to jobs 
and education and roadways that support a strong business climate.   
 

Industrial Lands: 
The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the Portland-
metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: Maintaining land supply that 
will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. The most recent 
update of the Regional Industrial Lands Study reveals there are few tier one industrial sites remaining in the 
region. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment industrial lands that are 
shovel ready for development? 

 
We need to invest in the infrastructure needed to provide access to shovel-ready industrial sites.  I am a strong 
proponent of securing funding for Sunrise Corridor Phase II which will also provide relief for freight traffic  in 
addition to  opening up additional employment and housing land.  Making jobs and the economy an 
important part of the conversation is important to ensuring these investments are made.  Our business 
community is the lifeblood of the state, and our payroll tax currently funds much of our transportation 
improvements.  Recognizing that a robust, business-friendly environment brings new jobs and investment to 
the state will help achieve other priorities and goals.  
 
2. What are your thoughts on Metro’s Urban Growth Boundary and should it be adjusted to address the 
lack of large tier one sites? 
Clearly, there is no appropriate one-size-fits-all solution. I strongly believe our State’s comprehensive planning 
mandates are critical to the planned, responsible growth of our communities.  Density needs to be placed in 
our town centers and urban hubs which allows for our region to both maintain the character of single family 
neighbors and coexist with nature and wildlife in our cities.  Growth must first occur within existing 
boundaries in a way that links housing to transportation, jobs and education.  Funding is needed to support 
increased multi-family developments and the preservation of existing affordable housing.  Growth must also 
recognize the importance of industrial and employment land, freight traffic and the fact that nearly every 
business relies on a functioning transportation system to survive.  Land use cannot be managed without 
looking at issues on a case-by-case basis. 
 
As a City Councilor, I know that our smaller cities do not have the tools to accomplish these goals on their own. 
 I strongly support Metro’s proposed regional housing bond that will provide the resources to make our shared 
vision of diverse and connected communities a reality for everyone.  
 
A desire for protected views, for obscene amounts of parking, and for low density within the urban areas are 
views promulgated by those fortunate enough to already have their place within our region.  Lake Oswego has 
created an urban farm that we preserve on land that would otherwise be filled with extremely low density, 
high cost housing.  Such an investment serves our city through community supported agriculture and 



educational opportunities and is an example of an investment that adds to the quality of life of the region.  
 
Within the UGB, proper planning and regulations serve to preserve and protect the ecosystem that surrounds us 
without compromising our ability to remain competitive economically.  These regulations ensure that our 
wildlife habitats and watersheds are preserved and protected amidst urban developments.  
 
	


