
 
Washington, D.C. Trip 

May 9 – 11, 2022 
 

Monday, May 9: Arrival in Washington, D.C. 
 
6:30 - 7:45 pm Welcome Reception  
 Hilton Washington D.C. Capitol Hill 
 525 Jersey Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20001 
 *Location: Capitol Reception Room 
 
8 - 10:00 pm    Hosted Capitol Hill Reception at home of Scott Nelson & Anne Wall 
 408 East Capitol Street NE 
 Washington, D.C. 20003 

*This is intended as a casual, fun opportunity to connect in DC. Taco and  
burrito bar from Surfside DC + beer and wine provided. 10-minute car ride or 
25-minute walk from hotel. 

   
Tuesday, May 10: Biden Administration Officials / Oregon Delegation Meetings  
 
8:00 am  Breakfast (on own)  
 
9 - 11:30 am Morning Plenary – Agency Briefings 
 *Location: Springwood Room 

 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative  
Jayme White, Deputy U.S. Trade Representative 

 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)  
Steve Capanna, Director of Technology Policy 
 
U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) 
Laura O’Neill, Director of Public Engagement 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Maurice Henderson, Senior Director, Office of Secretary Pete Buttigieg  
 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) 
Arthur Jemison, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Community Planning & 
Development (invited)  

   
11:45 am Depart Hotel for Lunch at Bistro Bis 

15 E Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001 
 Transportation: less than 5-minute walk 
 
Noon – 1:15 pm Lunch Keynote Address 

Ambassador Mark Lippert,  
Corporate Executive Vice President, Samsung Electronics  

 

https://www.surfsidedc.com/


 
 
 

1:15 – 1:45 pm U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Neil Bradley, Executive Vice President, Chief Policy Officer and  
Head of Strategic Advocacy (invited) 

 
1:50 pm Depart Bistro Bis for Capitol Hill Meetings 
 
2:00 pm Arrive United States Capitol - Capitol Visitors Center 
 First St NE, Washington, D.C. 20515 

*Centrally located between the House and Senate. Guests will need to clear 
security upon entrance.  

 
2:15 – 2:45 pm Senator Jeff Merkley 
 Senate Appropriations Committee, Environment & Public Works Committee, 

Budget Committee, Rules Committee, Foreign Relations Committee 
Location: SVC 203-02 

 
2:45 – 3:15 pm Representative Cliff Bentz 

House Natural Resources Committee, House Judiciary Committee 
 Location: SVC 203-02 
 
3:30 – 4:00 pm Senator Ron Wyden 

Chair, Senate Finance Committee  
 Location: SVC 203-02 
 
4:00 pm  Return to Hilton Washington, D.C. Capitol Hill 
 525 New Jersey Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
5:00 – 7:00 pm Oregon Business Community Reception 
 Dubliner Restaurant 

4 F St NW, Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
7:00 pm  Dinner (on own) 
 
Wednesday, May 11: House Delegation Meetings  
 
8:00 am Breakfast (on own) 
 
9:30 am Depart Hotel to Cannon House Office Building 

27 Independence Ave SE, Washington, 20003 
Room 411 
Transportation: Please plan accordingly to use a ride-hailing service of your 
choice (10 min drive) or weather permitting, a 25-minute walk. 

 
10 – 10:30 am Congressman Kurt Schrader 

Committee on Energy and Commerce  
 Location: Cannon House, Room 411 
 
10:30 – 11:00am Congressman Peter DeFazio 

Chair of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee 
 Location: Cannon House, Room 411 
 
 

https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/about-capitol/about-capitol-visitor-center


 
 
 

11 - 11:30 am Congressman Earl Blumenauer 
Ways & Means Committee 

 Location: Cannon House, Room 411 
  
11:30 – Noon Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici 

Committee on Education & Labor,  
Chair of Subcommittee on Human Rights & Labor 

 Location: Cannon House, Room 411 
 
Noon Conclude Meetings (return to hotel or depart) 
 



Every year the Portland Business Alliance (PBA), Oregon Business and 
Industry (OBI) and the Oregon Business Council (OBC) hold a joint fly-in 
to Washington D.C. to meet with congressional delegates, administration 
officials and other national policy experts around a set of shared federal 
policy priorities. 

This year, our priorities center on the following:

INFRASTRUCTURE & TRANSPORTATION

Infrastructure is the bedrock of a thriving economy. In 2019, Oregon’s 
infrastructure received a C- grade from the Army Corps of Engineers, with 
one of the key factors being the inability for our infrastructure to withstand 
a seismic event. According to their assessment, our “bridges, dams, 
drinking and wastewater systems were not designed for large seismic 
events, so we need to implement strong leadership, extensive planning, 
and robust funding to prepare our infrastructure to be resilient and aid in 
recovery efforts.”

Businesses from Portland to Ashland to Pendleton require good, quality 
roads to move their products to local, national and international markets. 
With the Portland-metro region serving as an important economic hub 
of commerce, we cannot thrive without a transportation system that can 
efficiently move goods throughout our state and through the metro area. 

In 2018, a report ranked Portland as having the 10th worst rush hour traffic 
in the nation, with the average driver losing 116 hours a year idling in 
traffic. These delays cost the average driver $1,625 a year — for a citywide 
cost of $1.4 billion a year. The Oregon Department of Transportation 
in previous years has reported that poor road and bridge conditions 
throughout Oregon will cost ~100,000 future jobs and nearly $100 billion 
in cumulative GDP through 2035.

2022
Oregon Business Plan
SHARED FEDERAL POLICY AGENDA
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Federal Policy 
PRIORITIES

 n Keep commerce moving 
safely in Oregon

 o Provide access to affordable 
housing

 p Advocate for full funding of 
the CHIPS Act

 q Provide funding to 
incentivize workforce 
development in Oregon

 r Support double funding for 
the Pell Grant program

 s Support appropriations 
request to SBA to fund 
Black Economic Prosperity 
Program

 t Protect forests and foster 
rural economies

 u Expand global market 
access for Oregon 
companies



Among our most pressing transportation-related needs 
is the replacement of the I-5 Bridge. This 100+ year-
old bridge is critical to the movement of West Coast 
commerce and of national significance. Not only is 
the current state of the bridge insufficient to manage 
traffic flow, it’s also structurally unprepared to withstand 
any seismic event. The business community seeks and 
supports a locally preferred alternative that expands 
capacity for multi-modal transportation to reduce 
congestion and shorten travel times. 

In 2019, a bi-state memorandum of intent (MOI) was 
signed by Governor Brown and Governor Inslee to 
advance a project to replace the bridge, and a process 
to develop a locally approved alternative design is 
moving forward successfully. Both states have dedicated 
funds and are working diligently to come to consensus 
on project specifics.

REQUEST: Keep commerce moving  
safely in Oregon

 { Advocate for federal funding to help deliver on the 
critical I-5 Bridge replacement project.

 { Ensure Oregon’s share of the 2021 national 
infrastructure package prioritizes resiliency 
upgrades to critical infrastructure, broadband 
infrastructure, energy grid efficiency improvements, 
water resources, and housing.

HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

A lack of affordable workforce housing throughout 
Oregon is exacerbating the State’s existing 
houselessness crisis. For those living below the poverty 
line, or 30% of the area median income, difficult choices 
between paying rent or paying for food, childcare 
or even medications have to be made on a regular 
basis. According to the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition, 23% of Oregon households are extremely low 
income, and of these 75% are severely cost burdened 
and are at higher risk of eviction. Of those that are 
extremely low income, 89% are either participating in the 
labor force, retired seniors, or are disabled. 

In the Portland-metro area, the “2020-21 PBA Housing 
Affordability report” found that about half of the region’s 
renter-occupied households are cost-burdened, which 
climbs to 60% in East Multnomah County. The 2022 PBA 
State of the Economy report found the cost of living in 
Portland is now on par with Seattle, driven primarily by 
the high cost of housing and taxes. Exacerbating the 
homelessness crisis is the fact that the Portland region 
has one of the lowest ratios of shelter beds to the 
houseless population in the nation.

REQUEST: Provide access  
to affordable housing

 { Expand programs and tax incentives for building 
low and middle income housing and support 
services to help those experiencing houselessness, 
including but not limited to Continuum of Care 
Program, Emergency Shelter Grants, Emergency 
Solutions Grants, and the HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program.

 { Support the Revitalizing Downtowns Act. The bill 
would create a new federal tax credit, modeled on 
the historic tax credit, to support the conversion of 
empty office buildings to housing and other in-
demand uses. Like the historic credit, it provides 
a 20% credit based on the “Qualified Conversion 
Expenditures” in transforming the building. It 
also requires office-to-residential conversions to 
include 20% affordable housing at 80% of the 
AMI. We know from extensive experience that 
office-to-residential conversions are so costly and 
challenging that they will not happen at any kind of 
scale without a tool like this. The reality is, without 
supportive policy, we are likely to see persistent 
vacancy in downtown commercial space. This bill 
will replace vacancy with vibrancy.

SUPPORT FOR OREGON’S 
SEMICONDUCTOR INDUSTRY

This past year, Senators Merkley and Wyden, 
Congresswoman Bonamici, and Governor Brown 
announced the formation of the Oregon Semiconductor 
Competitiveness Task Force, which analyzes the state 
of the semiconductor industry in Oregon and how this 
important industry can continue to thrive and grow, 
producing prosperity and opportunity for a broad cross-
section of Oregonians in the years and decades ahead. 

As a global center for the design and production of 
semiconductor chips, Oregon has a unique opportunity 
to share in world-wide industry growth spurred by 
pent-up, accelerating demand and a national interest in 
securing domestic chip supply. Oregon now has a 15% 
share of national semiconductor employment, which is 
central to Oregon manufacturing. This part of the tech 
sector represents 40% of state exports, directly employs 
40,300 people and pays wages substantially above state 
averages.

With market demand for chips and recent federal 
incentives, the semiconductor industry is gearing up 
to invest billions in new domestic facilities. Capturing 
a portion of this investment proportionate to Oregon’s 
current share could translate into more than 6,000 
well-paying permanent jobs. It is essential that Oregon 
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capitalize on its current position to leverage this 
investment. This will require intentional collaboration 
and coordinated efforts between Oregon’s State and 
Federal leadership.

Critical to the success of Oregon’s renewed efforts is 
the CHIPS Act, which will offer $52 billion in incentives 
and R&D funding to expand U.S. semiconductor 
fabrication capacity and support continued research 
and development of advanced chips. Despite the fact 
that the legislation creating these programs has already 
been signed into law, the CHIPS Act remains in limbo 
because Congress has not yet reached consensus on a 
bill that would provide funding, despite broad bipartisan 
support.

REQUEST: Advocate for full funding  
of the CHIPS Act

WORKFORCE & BLACK ECONOMIC 
PROSPERITY

Workforce Development. An unprecedented workforce 
crisis faces employers—small and large—around the 
state. This is the most important issue business leaders 
raise when asked what is top of mind for them. Federal 
incentives or programs could help expedite training; 
create standards for certification that allow for greater 
transferability; create more opportunity for education, 
including vocational training; or provide incentives to 
employers who establish new, effective ways to develop 
their communities’ workforce. Oregon’s workforce will 
also benefit from other items noted here, including, but 
not limited to, more effective and efficient infrastructure, 
access to affordable housing, and expanded opportunity 
for educational attainment.

REQUEST: Provide funding to incentivize 
workforce development at the state level 
through vocational or employer sponsored 
training programs

Pell Grant expansion and reform. June 2022 marks 
the 50th anniversary of the Pell Grant program, which 
provides much-needed support for low-income 
students seeking access to higher education. In Oregon, 
approximately 70,000 students make use of nearly $269 
million in Pell Grant awards, but this does not cover 
all the need. Increasing the Pell Grant program would 
allow current students to receive increased grants and, 
importantly, allow more of Oregon’s youth to have 
access to aid necessary to realize the opportunities 
afforded by higher education. Pell Grants are used by 
students of all backgrounds: 60% of Black students, half 
of American Indian or American Native students, nearly 
half of Latino students, and 30% of white students use 

Pell Grants to pay for college. With critical workforce 
training needs before our employers and ever-increasing 
costs for higher education facing students, now is the 
time to make significant investments in the Pell Grant 
program.

REQUEST: Support double funding for the 
Pell Grant and other grant based student 
financial aid programs

Oregon Black Economic Prosperity Program. Led by 
Portland’s largest Black-owned businesses, the Portland 
Business Alliance and the National Association of 
Minority Owned Contractors – Oregon Chapter, have 
partnered to create the Black Business Association of 
Oregon, and the Black Economic Prosperity Program.  
This initiative will create the Portland region’s first 
plan, with public metrics, goals, and strategies, for the 
economic advancement of Black and Brown Oregonians. 
The City of Portland, Multnomah County, the State of 
Oregon, and the Meyer Memorial Trust have all provided 
funding after it was seeded by the Portland Business 
Alliance Board of Directors.

REQUEST: Support NAMC-Oregon and 
PBA’s appropriations request to the Small 
Business Administration to fund the Black 
Economic Prosperity Program

FEDERAL FOREST MANAGEMENT 
AND WILDFIRE PREVENTION

Nearly half of Oregon is forestland, and of this, 60% is 
under federal management (U.S. Forest Service, National 
Parks and Bureau of Land Management). Forests 
managed by the federal government are at an elevated 
risk of wildfire. Over 90% of wildfires in Oregon begin 
on federal property, causing immeasurable damage to 
public lands and neighboring properties. 

Though 2021 was thankfully a relatively light year for 
fires in Oregon, 2020 was one of the worst fire seasons 
in Oregon history. With experts predicting continued 
growth in the frequency and severity of wildfire, there is 
an urgent need to manage our federal forests differently 
by reducing hazardous fuels, increasing restoration 
activities in the nation’s forests, and harvesting more 
merchantable timber to both create jobs and help pay 
for the costs associated with wildfire. But to accomplish 
this very ambitious goal will require changes in federal 
forest management policy, distribution of funds to help 
pay for forest restoration, and change the culture of 
federal forest management agencies to appreciate the 
need for conservation and active forest management as 
part of their mission.
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Oregon is uniquely positioned to lead an effort to 
demonstrate the need for bottom-up reform of federal 
land management agencies – especially the USFS 
and BLM – opening the door to real reform of federal 
forest management policy and funding. Across western 
states, climate change, population growth, and record 
fuel levels combine to create a growing wildfire debt in 
Oregon, requiring an immediate and sustained response 
to mitigate risks state-wide.

REQUEST: Protect forests and foster rural 
economies

 { Establish a long-term ‘private-public partnership’ 
dedicated to restoring federal forests to health 
and creating wood-fiber related jobs in rural 
communities and creating healthy and safe natural 
areas.

 { Continue to support the work of the Oregon 
Wildfire Prevention Council to develop and 
implement a plan to change federal forest 
management practices AND implement a financial 
plan capable of paying the costs associated with 
forest restoration and wildfire suppression.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

With 1 in 5 Oregon jobs dependent on trade, ensuring 
healthy trade relationships with global partners is an 
economic imperative for our state. In 2017, Oregon 
produced and exported $28 billion in goods and 
services to 150+ countries around the globe, and we 
are among only 12 net exporters in the nation. Though 
we are home to some export giants like Intel, the 
lion’s share of our export activity - 88% - is from small-
medium sized firms. For this reason, the last two years of 

turbulent and uncertain national trade policy has taken 
a toll on Oregon’s small manufacturing and agriculture 
companies. The PNW has seen a 70% increase in the 
number of agricultural bankruptcies, and manufacturing 
hours worked and output have been in decline for 
months. Manufacturers have held off on planned 
hiring and investments due to the uncertainty in trade 
relationships.

We ask our federal leaders to support Oregon’s 
economy by ensuring the U.S. has clear, stable and 
predictable commercial relationships with our key 
trading partners so our companies can expand their 
market access abroad. The successful negotiation 
and approval of the USMCA was critical to the future 
success of Oregon’s traded sector companies. However, 
the ongoing supply chain and cost impacts of the 
former Trump administration tariffs and the COVID-19 
pandemic, and now the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
continue to threaten international trade and Oregon’s 
economy.

REQUEST: Expand global market access for 
Oregon companies

 { Advocate for policies that will free up the global 
supply chain, and increase access and lower the 
cost of materials.

contact:

Jon Isaacs, Portland Business Alliance 
503-757-5721 | jisaacs@portlandalliance.com

The Portland Business Alliance is greater Portland’s Chamber of Commerce. Our mission is to create opportunity 
and advance well-being for all who live and work in the greater Portland and SW Washington region. Our vision is a 
healthy and resilient business ecosystem. Visit PortlandAlliance.com for more information. 

Oregon Business & Industry exists to strengthen Oregon’s economy in order to achieve a healthy, prosperous and 
competitive Oregon for the benefit of present and future generations. A strong private sector is necessary to ensure 
that all Oregonians have access to good jobs that support thriving families. A strong private sector is also necessary 
to generate adequate funding for critical public services such as schools, transportation, and public safety. OBI values 
equity and support efforts to end historic injustices. Visit OregonBusinessIndustry.com for more information. 

The Oregon Business Council embodies Oregon’s long history of business leaders who contribute their energy 
and expertise to civic life. A roundtable of top executives, OBC was founded in 1985 with the idea that a small, 
committed group of business leaders could make a significant contribution to Oregon’s well-being and future. Our 
mission is to enhance Oregon’s quality of life and economic prosperity — for all Oregonians in all parts of our state.  
Visit ORBusinessCouncil.org for more information.
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