
OUR VALUES

Make Portland affordable again
Portland has become too expensive. We now have the second highest income tax rate in 
the country. Clark County is now growing faster than the rest of the metro area combined. 
Local and state leaders must adopt policies that encourage housing development and 
new economic strategies so that businesses can thrive in this 21st century economy.

Investing in a more resilient and equitable Portland
Downtown Portland, the core of the State’s economy, is in crisis and urgent action is 
needed to return it to its previous status as one of the most attractive downtowns to 
live, work and play in the nation. Both public and private sector employees should be 
encouraged to work in person with their colleagues at least three days a week. We urge 
elected leaders to invest in basic services, housing development, and restore livability to 
build a more resilient economy for Portlanders.

Everyone deserves a place to call home
A record number of Portlanders are homeless and need mental health, addiction, 
transitional shelter, and housing services. Elected officials at all levels need to urgently 
implement the new homeless services program and invest in short- and long-term 
solutions to end the humanitarian crises. The city must enforce urban camping policies to 
maintain and build community trust.  We urge the State, Metro, and County to provide 
critical funding to make the approved Temporary Alternative Shelter Sites a success. 

Make Portland safe for everyone
Portland witnessed record gun violence in 2022. Car thefts, break-ins and property crime 
have increased dramatically and impacted retail businesses and residents across Portland. 
We urge the city and county to invest in Portland’s police force and district attorney’s office 
by bringing staffing levels up to the national average for communities our size. We also 
need investments in 911, 311 and Portland Street Response. It is time for Portland to join 
every other large city in the nation and require body worn cameras for our police officers. 
Portlanders deserve to feel safe again and we reject the false trade-off between a larger 
police force and a better, more equitable police culture. 

Working towards a better climate future
We recognize the critical challenges posed by the growing impacts of climate change. 
We support collaboration within the private sector to innovate and invest in clean 
technologies that will accelerate reductions in carbon emissions and reduce dependence 
on fossil fuels. Portland must take urgent steps to support industry led decarbonization 
strategies and establish a clean industry hub to thrive in the clean economy of the future.

Keep Portland moving
To stay competitive and build shared prosperity, our region must not let our transportation 
infrastructure fall further behind the rest of the country. We support data-driven policies 
at all levels of government that relieve congestion, reduce emissions, allow the efficient 
delivery of goods, and support historically underserved neighborhoods and communities.

Policy 
PRIORITIES

 n No new taxes and  
identify reforms to 
reduce tax burden

 o Restore a clean, safe 
and vibrant Central 
City for employees, 
residents and visitors

 p Restore public safety

 q Collaborate to make 
faster progress to end 
homelessness

 r Adopt policies to 
urgently spur new 
housing development

 s Support economic 
development strategies 
to grow and recruit 
innovative employers

 t Fund Oregon’s share 
of the I-5 bridge 
replacement

Portland  
Business Alliance

POLICY AGENDA



NO NEW TAXES AND IDENTIFY 
REFORMS TO REDUCE TAX BURDEN

RESTORE A CLEAN, SAFE AND 
VIBRANT CENTRAL CITY FOR 
EMPLOYEES, RESIDENTS AND 
VISITORS

 { Return our workforce to the office at least three 
days a week. 

 { Restore and rebuild Downtown Portland parks 
and activate public spaces.

 { Work with public and private partners to activate 
downtown and attract visitors and residents.

 { Make sidewalk and outdoor cafes permanent.

 { Keep sidewalks clear and crack down on open 
air drug dealing.

RESTORE PUBLIC SAFETY

 { Invest in more police officers, prosecutors and all 
public safety services.

 { Adopt strategies to curb gun violence, auto and 
retail theft and drug trafficking.

 { Fix the statewide police training bottleneck.

 { Expand neighborhood prosecutor program to all 
of Multnomah County.

COOPERATE TO MAKE FASTER 
PROGRESS TO END HOMELESSNESS

 { Fund and support temporary altnernative 
shelter sites and enforce city-wide unsanctioned 
camping ban by summer 2024. 

 { Increase transparency and accountability in 
homeless services spending and prioritize 
unsheltered Portlanders.

 { Advocate to fund Governor Kotek’s statewide 
homeless state of emergency. 

ADOPT POLICIES TO URGENTLY 
SPUR NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

 { Support policies that help convert commercial 
office space to housing.

SUPPORT ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES TO 
GROW AND RECRUIT INNOVATIVE 
EMPLOYERS

 { Create a statewide taskforce to develop a 
statewide sports economic development plan.

 { Support development of an inclusive economic 
development plan that positions the City of 
Portland to thrive in the 21st century economy.

 { Partner with the City of Portland to create the 
nation’s first clean industry hub and support 
industry-led decarbonization plans.

FUND OREGON’S SHARE OF THE  
I-5 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

These policy priorities and values are developed in active 
collaboration with members and community partners of Portland 
Business Alliance. Find out more: PortlandAlliance.com/advocacy.
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