
Pam Treece - Washington County Questionnaire 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2016 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro, like most of the 

nation, has seen low- and high-income jobs account for increasingly larger shares of the region’s overall 

employment base, while middle-income jobs, as a share of the region’s total employment, have stagnated. 

Additionally the report showed that prosperity is not shared broadly in Portland-metro, particularly with 

communities of color.  

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 

 

With my background in economic development, I believe retaining and creating good paying jobs is crucial. As 

commissioner, I will continue to build our family wage job opportunities by partnering with local employers, 

large and small, to address the barriers they have to successful growth. By working with the business community 

to help them succeed, we are working to address the economic needs of our community. 

 

I will also support the use of economic tools, like the Strategic Investment Program, to grow the job base and to 

keep the county and our region competitive in the global marketplace.  We are currently enjoying a strong 

economy but a downturn in the economy will come.  We need to be focused on growth and retention in the good 

economic times as well during economic recessions. 

 

The new Value of Jobs report from Portland Business Alliance clearly outlines the challenges that our workforce 

will face as technology continues to threaten middle and low income jobs.  These changes and threats from 

automation need to be met head on through education and retooling our workforce to meet the needs of a more 

automated future. 

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

We are currently experiencing a low unemployment rate throughout the region but  11% of Washington County 

residents still live at the poverty level identified by the federal government.  I believe one of the key ways to 

engage all members of the community is to make sure there are adequate training and development opportunities 

for our residents to prepare for family wage jobs in the trades and manufacturing areas.  Those opportunities are 

created by supporting STEM opportunities in our schools and workforce development programs through our 

community colleges and workforce development providers. 

 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and spurs 

economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically have very low 

margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 

 

As commissioner I will work to establish lines of communication with the small businesses in Washington 

County to understand the barriers that they face in growing their business.  I will also work with the staff of the 

county to review and streamline policies and regulations that make it difficult to operate a small business 

successfully.   

 



Creating and maintaining a business friendly environment in the county is dependent on good communication 

and a clear understanding of business issues along with elected leaders and county staff that understand the 

success of the county is dependent on the success of our business community. 

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem? 

Large businesses provide many employment opportunities for the residents in the region and the employees of 

those businesses pay income taxes that support our schools and social services.  Another key role of the large 

businesses in the economic ecosystem is the development of the medium and small businesses in the supply 

chain that support the requirements of the large businesses.  The employment multiplier effect of the supply 

chain is a significant factor in economic vitality. 

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate apartments, 

though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home ownership is becoming 

increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper income. 

1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be done to 

promote more housing stock? 

 

The region and the county are currently facing a critical housing shortage.  As county commissioner, I will strive 

for a diversity of housing to fit the needs of all residents in every stage of our lives.  With my experience, I will 

advocate for funding at the state and federal levels that will alleviate some of the added infrastructure costs 

associated with development, as well as work with local jurisdictions on policies that lower the cost of housing 

while increasing the speed of housing production -- specifically in areas needing to accommodate growth.  I will 

also work to ensure that we receive continued CDBG block grants and HOMES loans from the federal 

government. I will commit to work closely with the cities within Washington County to ensure there is 

collaboration on all housing projects.  In addition, I will work to locate our housing opportunities close to 

employment centers to reduce the impact of long distance commutes on our residents, the transportation system 

and our environment.  

 

When it comes to supply, ensuring thoughtful and balanced growth for any potential UGB expansions will be 

crucial – especially if any expansions are areas in District 2 that don’t have an adjacent city to oversee planning. 

As County Commissioner, I would work closely with local residents and jurisdictions, as well as private sector 

groups and nonprofits familiar with community development and housing attainability, to ensure we grow in a 

way that benefits our county and our residents.   

 

2. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what should be 

done? 

 

Yes.  I believe the entire region needs to be working together to increase the supply of housing and make sure it 

is attainable to our residents. In addition to working closely with the cities of Washington County, I will push to 

make sure we are working with adjacent cities, and with Multnomah and Clackamas Counties.  It is crucial to 

our businesses, and to our transportation infrastructure, that people can afford to live where they work and that 

we can move products throughout the region without undue burden.  

In addition to working with jurisdictions throughout the region, my role as commissioner will be to work in 

coordination with the community based organizations that focus on affordable housing like Community Partners 



for Affordable Housing, the Community Housing Fund and Community Action.  In my role as executive director 

of Westside Economic Alliance, I partnered with the Housing Authority of Washington County, the community 

based organizations that address housing affordability, engineers, architects, elected officials and others to 

design and implement the WEA 2017 Housing Summit as part of the WEA June Housing month.  I learned 

through that process the importance and the value each sector brings to addressing our housing crisis.  As 

commissioner, I will work collaboratively with all parties to address the critical need of affordable housing. 

In November, Carl Guardino from the Silicon Valley Leadership Group spoke at the Westside Economic 

Alliance on the work that has been done in his area to address  the affordable housing crisis through bond 

measures and the Housing Trust of Silicon valley.  His work is a model for multi-sector collaboration and a 

regional approach to addressing the homeless crisis. 

 

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more indoor shelter 

space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal or unsafe. We have 

worked with local jurisdictions and service providers to make progress on these issues, and while progress has 

been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability concerns remain.   

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless crisis and what is the responsibility of 

jurisdictions throughout the region to engage in solutions?  

 

I believe that the region will need a comprehensive approach to address the homeless crisis; the public sector, the 

private sector and the non profit organizations need to work together across the region to develop short and long 

term solutions.  As the strategy for those solutions develops, we need to be providing shelters and local 

jurisdictions should be working to provide resources such as transitional housing, rehabilitation programs, 

mental health services and job training programs.  

 

2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?   

 

Earlier this year, Washington County opened their first mental health urgent care center, Hawthorn Walk-in 

Center for Mental Health and Addictions Care. I believe providing mental health resources, like this center, are 

crucial when it comes to unsafe or illegal behaviors on our streets. I support the “high-pedestrian zones” 

implemented by the City of Portland, largely in response to PBA’s advocacy, and believe the community 

policing model is effective at making our communities and neighborhoods safer.  

 

While Washington County is not currently experiencing high levels of unsafe or illegal behavior in public 

spaces, we are experiencing unprecedented levels of growth and the unfortunate reality is that additional levels 

of homelessness will accompany that. As commissioner, I will be keenly aware of the impact this can have on 

local businesses, especially in the central city areas of Beaverton and Hillsboro, and work alongside businesses, 

law enforcement, and social service providers to arrive at solutions that best serve the community.  

 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an efficient 

multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and drivers. 



In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to move goods and freight 

efficiently and reliably.   

1. How the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and 

drivers best be accommodated? 

 

The ability to move people and product through the county is of key importance to our residents and for 

economic vitality.  As county commissioner it will be critical to address transportation efficiency from a multi-

modal perspective.  I will advocate utilizing the current roadway and transit systems to their maximum capacity 

and effectiveness; I will encourage and support alternative transportation options like bicycling and walking to 

enhance the health of our residents and to reduce the impact on our environment, our roadways and the transit 

system.  I will advocate for the continued maintenance and improvement of the county roadways through the 

appropriate allocation of our MSTIP funds and ensure the appropriate utilization of funds made available with 

the passage of HB 2017-10 . I will also build upon my considerable experience as a leader in regional 

transportation issue resolution to bring new and progressive ideas to the county.  

 

2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you support 

projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 

 

In order to ease congestion on the roads in Washington County we will need to employ a multi faceted approach. 

That strategy will include lessons learned from the Washington County Futures Study, effective use of the funds 

now available from the successful passage of HB 2017-10, the thoughtful approach to funding and building the 

SW Corridor and awareness of new technologies and how we build them into our transportation system.  

  

As county commissioner, I plan to work closely with the Land Use and Transportation Department and 

communicate with my constituents the activities and plans for the future.  The solutions to the congestion 

problems will come from good transportation policy design and strategies that have been actively vetted through 

the public involvement process. As executive director of WEA, I worked hard this past legislative session to 

advocate for the successful passage of HB 2017-10. As county commissioner, I intend to continue that work with 

all parties to effectively implement the funds that are available and support projects that eliminate highway 

bottlenecks throughout the region.  

 

Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the Portland-

metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining land supply that will 

support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment industrial lands that are 

shovel ready for development? 

While the amount of urban reserve area in Washington County is small, when compared to the full three-county 

area the percentage of the urban reserve area suitable for industrial development is miniscule. This presents 

serious challenges to the county since attracting new industrial companies—the next generation of Nikes, Intels, 

and Columbia Sportswear—will be crucial to keeping Washington County a prosperous place for our people to 

live, work, and recreate.  As reported in the PBA 2017 Regional Lands Inventory, during this strong economic 

time we have seen the availability of tier 1 sites diminish to 10 with proposed activity on over half of those sites. 



As County Commissioner, I will work with Metro, counties and cities to ensure maximization of industrially 

zoned land, support policies that promote density, and work with communities and residents to ensure balanced 

growth that will meet the requirements of the region as our population continues to grow.  To ensure that we can 

provide education and social service to Oregonians we need to grow jobs; to grow jobs we need to have 

industrial land where new companies can grow and prosper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


