
Washington County Questionnaire – Commissioner Bob Terry – Primary 2018 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2016 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro, like most 

of the nation, has seen low- and high-income jobs account for increasingly larger shares of the 

region’s overall employment base, while middle-income jobs, as a share of the region’s total 

employment, have stagnated. Additionally the report showed that prosperity is not shared broadly in 

Portland-metro, particularly with communities of color.  

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 

 

 I would direct county staff, in particular our county lobbyists to develop a position paper to 

develop a program more closely aligned to the Sip (Strategic Investment Program) for small 

business. Small businesses hire the most middle class workers thus affecting the most people. 

Collaboratively with creative minds we can help businesses create more jobs. People are our 

biggest asset. 

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic 

opportunities? 
 
First, I would check to see what programs are available to connect people with opportunities.  I 
would work with county staff and CPO's and our regional partners to ensure that we as a county 
provide the outreach and tools to citizens. It might mean we need better tools online to 
showcase our programs though county newsletters, and other resources.  Educating people is 
key and that includes county staff. 

 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and 

spurs economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically 

have very low margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact 

them significantly. 

1.  How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses?  

 
I will continue to be an advocate for less taxes and fees. I will continue my evaluation of the 
various county departments to reduce redundancies in work flow thus reducing overall cost. 
This time saving reduction will also enhance customer relations for those individuals seeking 
county support through the permitting process or other various departments.  I will continue to 
work closely with the county lobbyist to stay one step ahead of new Oregon administrative rules 
and existing rules that require new regulation, permitting and fees. 
 

 

 

 



 
2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem?  

 
Big business plays a vital role in four specific areas, Economic development, Community 
Involvement, Investment in the Community and Local Culture.  It is through big business 
investment in a local community that each community thrives. The successes of big 
business outreach is far greater than the local community as the economic impact is what 
provides good schools, attracts educated employees and provides for all needed infrastructure.   

 

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate 

apartments, though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home 

ownership is becoming increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not 

upper income. 

1.  What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be 

done to promote more housing stock?   

 
The affordable housing crisis is a nationwide issue. The Pacific Northwest is in crisis particularly 
in the lack of available affordable housing. This lack of available affordable housing will continue 
until we work collaboratively with regional leaders, investors, developers and bankers to 
develop creative solutions to this issue. Since we are restricted by our Oregon State Constitution 
as to how we as a region raise money, in particular how we use bond measure funds for this 
purpose, the issue is elevated to State level. I would work with our regional partners to address 
these issues with our state legislators.  
 

1.  Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what 

should be done?     

 
The issue of affordable housing must be addressed at all levels, city, county, regional partners 
and at the state level. 
 

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more 

indoor shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are 

illegal or unsafe. We have worked with local jurisdictions and service providers to make progress on 

these issues, and while progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability 

concerns remain.   

1.  What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless crisis and what is the 

responsibility of jurisdictions throughout the region to engage in solutions?   

 
In Washington County we have been aggressive in working with our partners to address 
homelessness. It is in everyone's best interest to find solutions that work for the long run and 
not just temporary solutions. We should continue to work with the VA system, with mental 
health organizations and job training to address the fundamental reasons for homelessness. 



2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public 

spaces?   
 
By providing more lighting, and more security patrols through public spaces will ensure a safer 
environment.  
 

Transportation: 

The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an 

efficient multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, 

transit users and drivers. In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent 

economy to move goods and freight efficiently and reliably.   

1.  How the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users and drivers best be accommodated?   

 
All modes of transportation should be considered in tandem to meet the needs of a diverse 
population. For the pedestrians, additional sidewalks with light sources, for the transit users, 
well-lit bus stops and transit centers leading to better visibility and security. For the avid 
bicyclists, adjacent cycle tracks near the roadway but separated for safety allowing automobiles 
and bike to be good neighbors. 
 

2.  How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area?  
And specifically, do you support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks?   

 

To elevate congestion a variety of things must be accomplished. We should continue the 
development of all modes of transportation as the budget allows by adding roundabouts to 
keep the traffic moving, adding additional lanes to address population growth and by actively 
addressing the land use issue regulations.  Under current rules you cannot put roads through 
Rural Reserves.   Allowing strategic placement of road ways to increase connectivity would go a 
long way in minimizing congestion. We must continue with long term planning to meet the 
growing needs of our diverse population. 
 

Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 

Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining 

land supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by 

infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment industrial lands 

that are shovel ready for development?   

 
A good economic strategy to identify businesses that are good match for the available land is a 
must. We must look at our land use laws and provide incentives that are attractive to 
businesses.  Plus allowing exceptions when an opportunity for a need of larger tracks of land are 
necessary. Currently, the Washington County does not have an economic development manager 
and I think this should be examined for relevancy. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


