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Washington County Questionnaire 

Value of Jobs: 

The Value of Jobs Coalition's 2016 Economic Check-Up Report found that Portland-metro, like most of 

the nation, has seen low- and high-income jobs account for increasingly larger shares of the region’s 

overall employment base, while middle-income jobs, as a share of the region’s total employment, 

have stagnated. Additionally the report showed that prosperity is not shared broadly in Portland-

metro, particularly with communities of color.  

1. What would you do to increase the number of middle-income jobs in our region? 

 

Increasing middle income jobs in the region has been a priority of mine in my decade as a 

Metro Councilor, and continues to be important to me in my race for Washington County Chair. As a 

Metro Councilor, I helped secure procurement funding to grow small businesses in the region. As 

Washington County Chair, I’ll work to set policies and investment goals to direct similar funding to 

ensure that small and medium sized businesses in our region continue to grow, thereby increasing the 

number of middle-income jobs in the region.  

 

2. What can be done to ensure all members of the community share in economic opportunities? 

In my time as a Metro Councilor, we secured procurement funding to support Minority-Owned, 

Women-Owned, and Emerging Small Businesses (MWESB). This funding works to ensure that 

everyone benefits from prosperity in Portland metro. As Washington County Chair, I’d work to instate 

similar measures for our region. 

Economic Development: 

The Alliance works to promote a region that attracts, supports and retains private-sector jobs and 

spurs economic vitality. Our economic development focus includes small businesses, which typically 

have very low margins and few financial reserves. Additional taxes, fees and regulations impact them 

significantly. 

1. How will you work to reduce the fees, taxes and regulatory burdens of small businesses? 

 

As the economic engine of the state, Washington County has a responsibility to ensure that 

our hard-working families have the opportunities they need to make ends meet. I’ll put my business 

background and public finance experience to work, helping small businesses grow and creating family-

wage jobs in our communities.  

 

2. What do you believe is the role of large businesses in the broader economic ecosystem? 

 Having worked in both medium and large-sized businesses, I see the value of each to our 

economy and communities. Large businesses can serve as an anchor for our communities. We need 

to support and keep them here, and make sure that they are giving back to the communities they 

work in.  



 

Housing: 

Housing affordability is a top issue in the Portland region. Rents are stabilizing for market rate 

apartments, though relief for lower-income renters is coming more slowly. In addition, home 

ownership is becoming increasingly out of reach in most of the city for households that are not upper 

income. 

1. What do you believe is the role of supply in addressing housing affordability and what can be 

done to promote more housing stock? 

 

 Housing affordability can be addressed by increasing the supply of houses at all price levels. 

We can encourage more housing stock by supporting growth in our region. 

 

2. Do you believe housing affordability should be addressed at a regional level and, if so, what 

should be done? 

My decade of experience working to make regional decisions at Metro has taught me that, yes, 

there is certainly a role for regional decisions in addressing housing affordability. Across our Portland 

metropolitan region, we are having problem-solving conversations about how we can increase funding 

for affordable housing, which is an important first step in addressing this region wide problem.  

Homelessness / Livability: 

The Alliance has long advocated for a comprehensive approach to homelessness, including more 

indoor shelter space, services for those that need them and enforcement of behaviors that are illegal 

or unsafe. We have worked with local jurisdictions and service providers to make progress on these 

issues, and while progress has been made, too many people are sleeping outside and livability 

concerns remain.   

1. What additional actions can be taken to help address the homeless crisis and what is the 

responsibility of jurisdictions throughout the region to engage in solutions?  

 

 It is the responsibility of all jurisdictions in the region to come together to address 

homelessness. It is inexcusable that so many in our region don’t have a place to sleep at night. 

Elected officials at all levels of government must all come together to ensure that we are providing 

both short-term and long-term solutions to houselessness in the region.  

 

2. What actions or tools are needed to help manage unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces?   

 

 I firmly believe that we should focus on taking preventative measures in regards to potentially 

unsafe or illegal behaviors in public spaces. When they do occur, we should ensure that perpetrators 

are given the rehabilitation or treatment they need before going back into the community.  

 

Transportation: 



The Alliance is committed to improving the region's transportation infrastructure, advocating for an 

efficient multimodal system that meets the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users and drivers. In addition, the Alliance believes it is critical to our trade dependent economy to 

move goods and freight efficiently and reliably.   

1. How the needs of all transportation system users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users and drivers best be accommodated? 

 

I am proud to have been a recipient of Oregon Walk’s Weston Award, which honors advocates 

for walkable communities. There is not one silver bullet policy to accommodate the needs of all 

transportation system users. That’s why it’s so critical for the next Washington County chair to commit 

to developing many proposals for local policy that find compromises to best accommodate all of these 

groups. 

 

2. How do you think we can minimize increasing congestion in our area? And specifically, do you 

support projects to eliminate highway bottlenecks? 

 

 I strongly support making investments to address highway bottlenecks, including Highway 

217, the Rose Quarter, I-205, Abernathy Bridge, and others. We need safe traffic flow for our 

economy and quality of life. I have worked hard to address these issues regionally as a Metro 

Councilor, and am committed to continuing these efforts as Chair of the Washington County Board of 

Commissioners.  

 

Industrial Lands: 

The Alliance is committed to increasing the supply of adequate employment industrial lands in the 

Portland-metro region. Primary concerns relating to economic growth and land use are: maintaining 

land supply that will support job retention and growth and ensuring land is well served by 

infrastructure. 

1. What tools and strategies would you use to promote adequate employment industrial lands 

that are shovel ready for development? 

 As a Metro Councilor, I’ve worked hard to seek infrastructure funding for our communities and 

have promoted land use and zoning policy that balances farmland with industrial land ready for 

development. When crafting these policies, the most important strategy is engaging all stakeholders in 

the process. 

 


