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Washington County Questionnaire 

 

Value of Jobs. 

 

1.  Increasing middle class jobs. 

 

The main thing the chair of Washington County can do to help rebuild middle class jobs is 

to adopt the hippocratic oath - and first, do no harm.  Washington County is the economic engine 

of Oregon.  We have enjoyed stable government and pro-business/growth policies and culture. I 

intend to uphold that philosophy.  It is key the chair guides the regional/state discussion assuring 

we have adequate supply of residential/industrial land to facilitate private sector job growth.  The 

vast majority of our job growth in Washington County has been between $40,000-$90,000 on the 

family income scale. 

 

2.  Ensuring all members of the community share in economic opportunity. 

 

We can do better in Washington County to ensure all members of the community are benefitting 

from the growing economy.  First, we should set the example by ensuring our professional ranks 

at the county look like the citizens we represent.  We will set goals  (measureable) to ensure we 

are recruiting managers that reflect Oregon's most diverse county.  

 

We should also engage (and help guide) the regional discussion around housing 

affordability.  All options must be on the table including: adequate supply of land near jobs, a 

county (or regional) housing bond, and increased effort to fast track rental units in South 

Hillsboro, Cooper Mountain and Sherwood. 

 

I also believe the gain-share resources the county receives should be dedicated to education; with 

a focus on closing the achievement gap in Washington County schools. 

 

 

Economic Development: 

 

1.  Reducing fees, taxes and regulations on small business. 

 

This has been a major issue in Multnomah County.  I have not heard similar concerns in 

Washington County but I am open to hearing specifics from small business owners.  We have 

completed three Wash. Co. Main Street tours with small businesses and certainly hear their 

hopes and frustrations.  I am heartened that many of our small businesses are aware that growing 

traded sector companies in Washington County produce customers and revenue for their firms. 

 

I do believe county leadership can make a strong case to our legislative delegation that 

increasing taxes/regulations on small business at the state level is placing a real strain on their 

ability to keep the doors open.  The Washington County delegation has traditionally been a brake 

(at the state level) on legislation that hurts the private sector - we have lost that focus - and I will 



help re-energize that conversation with our legislative delegation.  Oregon needs a centrist 

Washington County delegation. 

 

2. The role of large business in the broader economy. 

 

They drive Oregon's economy.  Period.  They produce the wages that fuel non-traded sector 

business which (in total) fuels our schools, colleges, universities, public safety and social safety 

net. 

 

 

Housing. 

 

1.  Supply and housing stock. 

 

I believe in the basic law of supply/demand.  We need more net units in Washington County and 

across the PDX region.  Everything must be on the table to increase the supply of housing: single 

family homes, starter homes, rental units and publicly subsidized housing.  This is the solution to 

homeless issuers and the strain too many families feel trying to make ends meet in our 

region.  Adequate supply of land is a key factor in this equation and I would not artificially limit 

our vision to the current UGB.  I recently toured 1700 acres that were in urban reserve 

(subsequently removed in the 2016 legislative and use grand bargain) outside Hillsboro that 

should be considered for inclusion as it is envisioned as an Orenco Station style mixed use 

development near large employers. 

 

2.  Should housing affordability be addressed at the regional level. 

 

I am open to a regional approach on housing affordability issues as this is truly a problem for our 

entire region and hard to solve within one county. 

 

That said, I have reservations around Metro leading - and administering - the effort.  Washington 

County has a strong track record of operating efficiently; limiting FTE and delivering results 

with minimum overhead ensuring taxpayer resources reach their citizens.  Metro does not have a 

similar track record.  Washington County must help shape this proposal to ensure we minimize 

process and beauracracy to maximize units to citizens in need. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

1.  How can we accommodate the needs of all transportation users? 

 

Transportation is an issue that will require a regional approach and we need to be big, bold and 

all-in on all forms of transportation.  After decades of federal lobbying and pressing for state 

investment - it is clear that we are going to have to act as region to confront the cost of 

congestion (PBA outlined five years ago) on our economy and quality of life.  The recently 

passed state transportation package provides a roadmap as it invested (just not enough) in all 

forms of transportation: roads, bridges, transit and bike/pedestrian. 



 

 

2.  Minimizing congestion. 

 

Yes, I absolutely support projects that confront bottlenecks - that is why I worked on the 

Columbia River Crossing and the Rose Quarter bottleneck.  The package we develop at the 

regional level must clearly have priority projects to get freight/residents moving which means 

expanding Hgwy. 26 and 217 and a highway system that resembles a 21st century economy. 

 

 

Industrial Land. 

 

1.  Promoting adequate supply of industrial land, 

 

This issue is key for Washington County.  We must have a diverse supply of shovel ready 

industrial land so we can continue to attract employers to the Silicon Forest.  I would make this 

is a high priority and play an active role in regional/state discussions to ensure a 20 year supply. 

 


